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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Righteousness exalteth a nation.;. but 
sin is a reproach to auy people.-- Prov. 14 : 34. 


1. January 3.—God’s Patience with Israel . 


Judg. 2 : J=19 
2. January 10.— Deborah and Garth Deliver 


Pe Be ade Ae Judg. 414-23; 5: 1-22 
3. January 17 —The Call of Gideon . . Judg. 6 : 11-40 
4. January 24.—Gideon and the Three ‘Hundred » 2... Judg. 7 
s. January 31.—The Birth of Samson (Tem- 

mob Leseo8) ..2. 6-6 tec Fle as inde. 13 : 8-16. 24, 25 

6. February 7.—Ruth Chooses the ‘I'rue God .”. . . Ruthr 
7- February 14.—Samuel Called to be a 

Peeper ge 1 Sam. r: pr chapter 
8%, February 2t.—The Death of Eli and his Sons. . . x Sam. 4: 1- am 
9. February 28.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader 1 Sam. 7 :.3-17 
10. ‘March’ 7.—Saul Anointed SM sity se Gh ete neg t Sam. 8-10 
at. March 14.—Saul Gains his Kingdom’ bie; oh BS4 eee 1 Sam, rr 
a2. March 21.— Jonathan and his Armorbearer . . 1 Sam. 1471-46 
13. March 28.—Review : God’s Mercies to Disobedient Israel. 


You are constantly cuidnediog puoi horizon of practi- 
cal-knowledge in your field..of service, and you. are 
ready to take a good deal.of trouble to do this. Con- 
sider, among other ways, the ready suggestiveness of 
the advertising columns of a pre like this, wherein 
makers of tools for the workshop of Christian service 
are telling you, from week to week, what you can 
easily obtain to heighten your efficiency. 


My New Birthday , 
By Amos R. Wells 


WILL have a new birthday to-day, 
«0 birth from the dark: to the light, 
From the sad to the jubilant way, 

From weakness to masterful might. 


What matters the time I was born ? 
New birth I now can attain: 

New life in this wakening morn, 
New hope, new heart, and new. brain! 


Good-by to the outworn fears, 
Good-by to the ancient strife, 
Farewell to the doubts of hesitant years 
And the failure of olden life. 


Iam done, this day I am done 
With the folly of cherished sin. 

I will stand upright, I will face-the-sun,’ 
And the angels may look. within ! 


For I do not stand alone. 
With thee, O Creator Christ, 

I seize the crown arid: I mount the throne, 
And assume the wealth unpriced. 


With thee, O Lord of all good ! 
With thee, Inspirer of cheer ! 

I dare and I grasp all that man ever could, 
And I enter my pristine year. 


New birth, imperial birth, 
New kingship of body and time, 

A fresh-made soul for a fresh-made earth, 
And joy in its blossoming prime ! 


Irrevocably I go « 

’ Forth, forth on the opening way, ; 

To achieve, to enjoy, to discover,.to grow, 
‘Bor I take: a-new- birthday —to-day | ! 


‘themselves. ~-. 


Increasing Our Prayer-Efficiency 

Our prayer output often may be doubled without 
increasing the time given to prayer. A missionary 
whose practise of prayer is a continual inspiration and 
incentive to his ‘friends recently prayed for greater 
efficiency in prayer. ‘* Not efficiency that is measured 
by the hours spent in prayer,’’ he said, ‘‘nor by the 
number of objects of prayer, but real prayer-efficiency 
that gets into the very presence of God and lays hold 
on him for the things that 4e would have us pray for.”’ 
There are few Christians, probably, who could not 
well add maiiy minutes to their regular daily prayer 
periods. But in ‘this day when elimination is made 
such a factor in business efficiency it is well to re- 
member that elimination may help in prayer, and 
that, whatever the prayer time, its output may be in- 
creased. For God can tell us—and he will—what 
things to leave out of our prayers, and what things to 
claim from ‘him in prayer with the assurance of an- 


swer. 
Hx 
Searching for Escape 


Our own sin is the most terrifying fact in the 
universe. | God is terrifying only to those whose con- 
sciousness of sin makes them afraid of him. And 
God would use this fear of the consequences of our 
sin to lead us to Christ as the way of escape. A mis- 
sionary of the Inland-South-America Missionary Union 
writes from Paraguay of having come across a woman 
there who, living in a-most.comfortable cottage and 


- possessing-all that was necessary to make life easy, 


yet was not'content, ~ ‘* The shortness of this life and 
her anxiety about the hereafter greatly depressed her. 
She asked’ what God's plan of salvation really was, 
and if it was true that we had to suffer for our sin 
before entering heaven. Very simply I told her of 
God’s remedy for sin, and of the free gift of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ alone ; at which she exclaimed 
‘I want to believe that.’* I left the Gospel of John 


and some tracts with her, and promised to call again."’ 
Thank God for the fear that makes us welcome the 


Way of escape ! 
ya 


Better than Christ’s Companionship. 

There is something better than walking with God, 
Our Lord wants to be more than a Companion on 
the road who helps us over the hard places. Miss 
Dora Yii, the Chinese evangelist who last summer 
startled many American audiences by her insight into 
spiritual truth, has said that as one starts on the nar- 
row road that leads to life there is just room enough 
for two to walk side by side—Christ and the disciple ; 
but as they go on the road gets narrow—very narrow, 
until it is too narrow for two to ‘walk sidé by side ; 
then self must go and Christ alone remain, and thus 
the disciple learns the deeper secret of Christ dwelling 
within. That is it! Not Christ as a Companion, but 
Christ asa Life—our Life. It is hard ‘for the Chris- 


_tian to walk until he learns this secret of ‘the life of 


ease and power. 
Pid 
The Old Year’s Happiness 


Our past is sufficient assurance of a happy. New 
Year. Wriiing a New Year's greeting to a friend, a 
Christian man well on in. life said ; «‘ When I think 
about it, it seems to me that all our years are happy. 
Surely the dark days are few and the whole of each 
year is full of showers of grace, so full that’ we 
ought not to notice what only seems, but is not, dark.*’ 
Sometimes it takes steadfast trust and confidence in 
our Lord to say that ; and in many lives nevet more 
so than at the close of this war-darkened year;  Byit 
it is true even of this year. God is reigning ; his 
steady grace is greater than all that opposes it, May 
we gratefully remember the happiness that’ is ‘past, 
and confidently count upon our Lord for infinitely 
more to come. 


+ 


When the Extras Crowd Out the Regulars 


HERE is no subject of conversation more fre- 
quently heard than people’s amazement as to 
what, has become of their time. Many have 

come to doubt whether it is any longer possible to 
control it and accomplish what they intended. As 
they look irito the next week or month and remember 
their past failures they almost feel defeated in ad- 
vance, and come-to-speak as if they no longer ex- 
pected to carry out any program. One talks to-day 
with many who have simply thrown up their hands 
and ‘are living at the mercy of the next five minutes.’ 
What is at the bottom of much of this disappoint- 
ment is that oftentimes in the wish to lead a larger 
life and have a great usefulness we take on extra 
duties, and in order to do them we little by little let 
up on the regular duties that make the staple of 
every life... It has come to be a point of honor with 
most nien that they should render some service that 
is quite beyond whiat they are pledged to. But there 
is no real gain to the world if that extra service is ren- 
dered by taking the material for it out of other serv- 
ices, on which other people are already dependent. 
Qne’s regular task in life is almost certain at some 
time or other te-seem a rather tame affair. It comes 
to all men at moments to look with honorably envi- 
ous eyes on those who seem to be doing more good 
in the world, atid in a twinkling their own task looks 
mean and @ispiriting. “ One hardly realizes the hero- 
ism that is hidden in this world in the millions who 
hold: themselves.to their task. But the new enter- 
prises that allure us are taken on; we feel that our 
usual obligations. will be met, for we are so familiar 
with them that .many.of. them will now almost do 
If.for alittle we have te slight them we 


= 


say to ourselves that we can soon catch up with them 
once we get back to them. Pretty soon the extras are 
gouging into our covenanted duties so heavily, and so 
many of them have had so little attention, that they 
rather haunt us and we ‘dislike them. An uncom- 
fortabie and unwholesome feeling begins to pervade 
our life. The new duties are fresher and more exhil- 
arating, and it may be they bring us into contact with 
a fresh set of people, and we'return to our ordinary 
engagements with something of a sigh. No one can 
estimate the number of men who have lost their grip 
and lost their positions, and at length lost their bear- 
ings altogether, through these fascinating extras 
which promised to make their output larger and their 
influence greater, but did so only in appearance, 
because they robbed the very core of the regular en- 
terprise that was the main strength of these men. 

How often we plan out our work, the work that 
has the first claim upon us, and resolve to give the week 
to it and give it the right of way. It seems easier al- 
ready now that we have planned it out. Then there 
comes along some enticing claim which makes us feel 
that if we put on a little extra pressure we can do that 
as well as what we planned. The first we know the 
thing planned goes over into the next week, and once 
more the extra has crowded out the regular. These 
stipulated duties may seem to’ be very good-natured 
things and they will take a deal of slighting from us, 
but at last they make themselves felt. They have a 
strange way of affecting our whole morale, 

One sees how often worship gets crowded into the 
background and we hardly know how it has happened. 
Of course no man ‘ever in so many words says that he 
means to give it up. But many-a man“by the very 
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inspiration of his worship has been moved to take on 
other forms of service to his Master and as they be- 
come exacting he is apt to say ‘‘ Work is worship,’’ 
and to substitute the work for it. Still engaged in 
Christian service of a very direct sort, he is apt to think 
that sufficient and to forget that worship and prayer 
were perhaps the hardest and costliest work that our 
Lord and Master ever performed, What we have to 
deal with to-day as a very disappointing phenomenon 
is the number of people who have given up worship 
and the church on the ground that they are rendering 
their service in another way when this was the way 
they were pledged to, One cannot believe that ulti- 
mately the two lines of worship and social service are 
to be far separate from each other, but just for the mo- 
ment the new duty has in many cases made men deal 
slightingly with the old. 

The snare of over-occupation is one into which we 
easily fall. But the extra thing can never be well done 
by the man who has behind him the haunting memory 
of something slurred and neglected, There is much 
loose talk to-day that is calculated to make an earn- 
est man feel that he can do anything and everything, 
but it is very misleading. John Wesley said that he 
accomplished his vast work by never laying out for 
himself more than he could do, and one who watched 
him said that he was one of the slowest workers he ever 
saw. Wesley was always taking up side-issues and 
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striking out in mew directions, but the side-issue was 
never met until the main issue was well taken care of. 
When ie eek ap mares i oe aa aa 

Nothing builds up our morale li the th 
we intended to do and being wall forward with ts 
work, To live under the weight of piled-up arrear- 
ages of duty takes all the heart and 


d ; 
fulness out of us, We soon feel that God A made 


the burden and perplexity of life more than we can 
bear, when God has nothing to do with it. When 
this confusion and dispersion has gotten into our 


Spirits, we need to go humbly back to our main duties 


and get our bearings through them again. “They are 
quite likely to be distasteful for a time. They will 
seem to draw us to one side from the great current of 
life in which we would like a fuller share, but they 
will give us our true North. . Other things will fall 
into their places when the first things fall into theirs. 
And once more we shall be in shape to do some real 
extra services for the world, because of the liberty and 
confidence that come from first things finished. To 
do much in this world necessitates the paradox of lim- 
iting our work. Pascal determined to become a learned 
man, and became one by resolutely shutting off ‘the 
attractions of all kinds that appealed to him so 
strongly. It is Spartan business. One of the hard- 
est things to do in this world is to do one thing and 
do it well, and never leave it till it is finished. 





Amusements in the Home 


One evening my sister suggested that we play Flinch. 
Each had some litile duties to attend to before we could 
begin the game, I went upstairs. While there the thought 
camé to me, ‘* Do you do well to play cards?’’ A solemn 
impression followed. I said, ‘‘It is only a game of 
Flinch."" The words were repeated, ‘‘Do you do well 
to play cards?"’ I said, “Finch is such an innocent 
game, cannot see anything wrong in playing a game 
of Flinch."’ I went down stairs ; the others were not ready 
for the game, so I began to study the Sunday-school les- 
san ; but the above words continued at intervals to pass 
through my mind. However, I played three games of 
Flinch, and did not feel at all condemned. But day after 
day those words lingered with me and seemed to want 
an answer, 

.1Qne day as I was praying I was interrupted by the 
words, ‘‘Do you do well to play cards?’’ I began to 
think of the words more seriously, and I said, ‘‘Is it my 
heavenly Father who is speaking, and does he wish me to 
cease playing withthe Flinch cards?'’ ‘This was the 


answer: ‘‘Is it possible that you have walked with me 
so long and yet do not know my voice ?’’ ‘Then I decided 
to cease playing with the Flinch cards for the present, and 


to seek further light on the question. 

From that time the words I referred to have ceased to 
pass through my mind as they had hitherto done. 

I enjoy a game of Flinch, but play rarely. ‘The mem- 
bers of my home enjoy the game. Should I say that I 
cannot take part with them in a game of Flinch, | fear 
they would think that I am growing very narrow indeed. 

I should not like to be termed a narrow-minded Chris- 

tian. However, if I were sure that it was God's will that 

I cease playing with cards ot any nature I would give 

them up cheerfully for his sake who gave up all for me. 

I would be grateful to you if you would let me know - 
what you think.—-AN ONTARIO READER. 

Flinch is a game played with numbered cards,— 
but not what are commonly known as ‘*‘ playing cards."’ 
It does not have the demoralizing associations of play- 
ing cards. It is, like many other household games, 
a game of chance, and is therefore a less desirable 
way to spend one’s time for.purposes of amusement or 
recreation than a game of skill. Yet have we reason to 
believe that God would have us bar absolutely out of 
our life every such game as this? A consecrated 
Christian who would not choose to spend his time in 
certain ways if he were choosing only for himself, must 
nevertheless often make concessions to others in the 
use of his time, provided this involves only the doing 
of harmless things, and those not to excess, It is 
questionable, therefore, whether God would have such 
a one invariably refuse to play a game of Flinch with 
his family or friends when invited to do so, 

God ‘sometimes speaks to us by an inner voice or 
strong promptings quite apart from our usual method 
of thinking or reasoning. But God's use of such guid- 
ance is likely to be wholly exceptional ; and we are to 
be prayerfully on our guard against being misled by 
mere promptings of this sort. Satan can give us such 
promptings, and he undoubtedly has learned that he 
can effectively mislead us in this way. God tells us 
that Satan sometimes, comes to us as an ‘‘angel of 
light.’’. And when Satan cannot prevent our yielding 
to God's will, he will sometimes seek to confuse and 
entangle us by driving us beyond God’ s.will, and thus 
sadly hinder our usefulness to God and Confuse our 





faith. If an inner prompting is not according to the 
conclusions of quiet, clear reasoning, we may well af- 
ford to challenge it, and to ask God to prevent our be- 
ing deceived by what seems to be even his own voice. 


ya 
Can a Christian Habitually Fail? 


Can it be truthfully said of any man who indulges habit- 
ually in a habit he 2xows to be wrong; that he is a Chris- 
tian, even though he continually: strives,; and struggiés, and: 
agonizes in prayer to God for deliverance,-as well as.hates 
the sin, and all sin ?—A LOUISIANA READER. 

Yes ; the Christian can. habitually fail.. Even 
though he has received Christ as Saviour, and has 
been born again by the Holy Spirit, be can live in 
bondage to the power of that which he knows to be 
sin. If this were not so, what an army of defeated 
Christians would have to cry out in hopelessness that 
they are lost! But apart from the sad experience. of 
those who, while living in defeat, are trusting Christ 
as their Saviour from the death penalty of their sins, 
the Word of God answers this question for us beyond 
a shadow of doubt. Writing to the Corinthian Chris- 
tians, ‘‘the church of God which is at Corinth, even 
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus,’’ Paul goes 
on to tell them lovingly of certain of their failures, 
saying, ‘‘ And I, brethren [only Christian believers are 
in this sense brethren], could not speak unto you as 
unto spiritual, but as unto carnal... for ye are yet 
carnal: for whereas there is among you jealousy and 
strife, are ye not carnal, and do ye not walk after the 





DECEMBER 10, 1913. 
Dear Mr. Trumbull : 
Our family has adopted your suggestion of 
"a Bible verse a day "—each member at break- 
fast table saying a new verse for the day, after 
first having sung a hymn. That gives each per- 
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manner of men?’’ Later he speaks.even of the sin 

of gross immorality among these saved believers. 
Struggling, agonizing, praying Christians who to- 

day are defeated by known sin are simply in the po- 


‘sition of the believer described by Paul in the seventh 


chapter of Romans : ‘I am carnal, sold under sin... . 
the evil which I would not, that I practise.’’ Here 
he uses the same word ‘‘carnal’’ for himself as a 
defeated believer that he uses for the Corinthian de- 
feated believers. The very struggling and agonizing 
and praying against the power of hated sin is evi- 
dence of one’s new-born or regenerated nature. But 
Paul as a believer came, to » as many a believer 
since his time has learned, that the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus had made him free from the 
law of sin and of death. When he stopped struggling 


‘against the power of sin, and realized that Christ had 


broken that power for him, and that Christ—when 
unhindered by Paul’s worse than useless efforts and 
agonizing—could keep him wholly free from sin's 
power, then he entered into the marvelous, super- 
natural, and sustained joy of a wholly new freedom. 
That freedom is ours the moment we stop struggling, 
stop doubting, and recognize that Christ is doing for 
us, zoew, all that we cannot do for ourselves, 


pee 
Red Tape and Charity 


I have said, and repeat, that we never turn a person 
away from our home who begs. I would rather give nine 
rascals something to eat than refuse any one. I don’t like 
this article. Did Jesus tell us to give to certain ones? Do 
you think he ever refused any one he could help? Of 
course, I am for organized charity, but I don’t want red 
tape to keep’a fellow hungry.—A MISSISSIPPI READER. 


The article criticized is evidently from a local news- 


paper in the reader's home city, and it includes the 
following statements : 





The city of is badly in need of one central organ- 
ization for the proper direction of charitable funds. We 
fear that very much of the money we give and spend along 
this line is wasted. Our citizens are liberal and tender- 
hearted: ‘Every pastor, church, charitable institution, and 
business house has been worked by one and the samé pro- 
fessional who knows every turn of the road. We believe 
every state ought to have one central clearing-house through 


which all churches, charitable institutions, and business’ 


hoiises‘ could operate and co-operate, 

In. very ‘many cases money is not necessary, nor is it 
best. .What many are needing is a chance to earn an 
honest living, not charity. 

You have heard many a one say, ‘‘I would rather give 
to ninety-nine unworthy ones than to turn one worthy one 
away.’ If you will analyze this statement carefully you 
will conclude that it is thoughtless, sentimental slush. It 
is-saying, ** I am willing to do ninety-nine wrongs if I can 
do one right.’’ You will agree that there is little con- 
structive building up of society in that kind of charity. 
This can only be done by having one central organization 
through which all can work, —REAL CHARITY. 


Before the Christian Church was five years old it 
had its organized charity department. Acts 6 tells 
about it. One of the men whom the apostles decided 
to ‘‘appoint over this business’’ was the first Chris- 
tian martyr, Stephen. We have no evidence that the 
plan was other than a very blessed and successful one. 
And organized charity associations to-day have rich 
and effective possibilities, and some of them have 
accomplished remarkable results, To be at their 
best, they ought to be conducted on the New Testa- 
ment basis, by persons. ‘‘full of the Spirit and 
of wisdom.’’ They ought to be outspokenly Chris- 
tian and evangelistic in their personnel and their 
purposes, Their field of service then is infinite. 
They can furnish needed information and assistance 
to the individual giver, But every individual, like 
this big-hearted reader (whose Sunday-school activi- 
ties and soul-winning, by the way, have caused many 
to rejoice), must have freedom to act individually and 
promptly, as need seems to require, when ‘‘ red tape’’ 
would only hinder and not help the work of that 
Christian charity which can be spelled in the four 
letters Jove. 

<—2e 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Father and our God : We thiank thee for thy church 

' and its holy sanctions. Make us appreciative of its 
values and responsive to its claims. Pass and compact 

us as a working body. Keep out. divisions and alienations. 
Let our hands be. clean and our hearts.warm. ‘Rebuke our 
coldness and set us on fire. Add to our number more and 
moreof real penifents and faithful workers. Show us how 
to consecrate companionship and niake it a‘vital force. Con- 
Strain us to use the Lord’s Day as a.leverage of .power, and 
not as a day of flabby dulness and Eideson inaction. Wake 
us Up to passionate devotion and ardor in tioble living. Make 


|: fis strong iff a Sererie trust, ‘and ‘tich in good deeds). - Let thy- + 
--pdhurch shine incthine image, that men. may Jhere “find “heaven. = 
begun and be drawn to seek our companionship in thy ways. 
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' LESSON FOR JAN. 3 (Judg: 2 : 7-19) 





HE revival conducted by Mr. Sunday in. Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, during March and April of. this 
year, was in some respects the most remarkable 

ever conducted anywhere by any revivalist of modern 
times. “And why ? 


Scranton is the center of the richest: anthracite coal ~ 
producing region of the world, ‘with’ a population’ of- 


about 150,000 people. The campaign, however, 


reached out to a territory eighteen to twenty-five miles - 


beyond Scranton and influenced a population of about 


half a million. The half-million population is such 


as can be found only in a great coal region. First, 
there is a strong foreign element from many nations 
- of Europe, with their national, social, and religious 
differences and animosities ; the Bible is distributed 
by the Bible Society, in thirty-seven languages, to 
meet the needs in this community. Then there was 
a remarkably large anti-religious element, and. espe- 


cially an overwhelmingly large anti-Protestant element - 


in the city and county. Roman :and Greek Catholic 
churches are strong, with many other sects. Less 
than fifteen percent of the county's population was 
in the Protestant Sunday-schools, There were less 
than two thousand. men in these Sunday-scliools, 
and those who were in did-not half work at it. There 
were liquor saloons galore, eleven hundred of them to 
300,000 of Lackawanna County's population, In 
some wards of the city of Scranton and in many 
boroughs of the county there was one saloon to as few 
as eight heads of families. One man summed up 
conditions in his community of over 12,000 people by 
stating : ‘* There are sixty-five saloons running. full 
time,- Sunday included, against three grocery stores 
and one Protestant church on half-time.’’ 


Who were the 17,000 Trail Hitters ? 

The Protestant churches were discouraged ; minis- 
ters were disheartened, laymen were lax and indiffer- 
ent, the community seemed altogether irresponsive to 
the pulpit’s appeal.. Some of the leading ministers 
declared the need of a revival, a revolution, or some- 
thing to bring about a change. Theaters and dance- 
halls were crowded every night, card parties were 
more popular than prayer-meetings even among many 
of the church folk. Scranton and the Lackawanna 
Valley presented every adverse condition to a great 
religious revival that one can imagine. 

Yet seventeen thousand people ‘hit the trail’’ (a 
**trail-hitter’’ is one who goes down the sawdust aisle 
to the front in the big tabernacle and accepts Christ 
before the great crowd of ten thousand or mre). 
Now seventeen thousand converts have been won in 
other cities, but the significance of Scranton is that 
over one-half, or about sixty percent of her seventeen 
thousand converts, are men, And the reason is that 
in Scranton Mr. Sunday had behind him a great force 
that is not usually recognized or given its proper place 
as an evangelistic agency. That force was the Sunday- 
school, 

After Mr. Sunday had accepted Scranton’ s invitation 
and fixed the opening date as March 1, 1914, the 
local committee wished to make the best possible 
preparation for hiscoming. Many plans were thought 
of.; some were tried, and failed,to accomplish the de- 
sired result,—the awakening and the uniting of that 
vast anthracite field, twenty-five miles in extent, for a 
great revival, Finally the committee asked the writer, 
who was then on the, field force of the Pennsylvania 
State Sabbath School Association and living in Scran- 
ton, to act as the Executive Secretary of-the campaign. 
This was five months before Mr. Sunday's arrival. In 
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When the Sunday-School Got Back of Billy Sunday 


By George G. Dowey 


Chairman of the Men's Bible Class Committee, Philadelphia Sunday Campaign ; 
and Generel Secretary of the Philadelphia County Sunday School Association 








A leader in the Sunday-school world, when he 
_ heard the story of the Scranton Bible classes, de- 
clared that it was the most significant event that 
had happened in the Sunday-school field in recent 
years. A reading of Mr. Dowey’s dramatic narra- 
tive will show -why this leader was so impressed. 
And the achievement is likely to be eclipsed when 
the Philadelphia movement (which Mr. Dowey will 
te about later in The Sunday School Times) be- 
hon ~ comes history. 








extending the invitation the committee said, virtually, 
‘*We want you to drop out of the Sunday-school work 
for about six months, just forget’ the Sunday-school 
idea for. the time, and devote yourself exclusively to 
setting.up this campaign."’ 

After two days of prayer and careful meditation on 
the tremendous possibilities of the Sunday-school in a 
great revival, I went to the committee and said that I 
would accept the position offered, but with one stipu- 
lation : that, instead of dropping out of the Sunday- 
school work, and forgetting the Sunday-school idea, I 
be permitted to link it up directly with the whole pro- 
gram and make the Sunday-school the great prepara- 
tory factor for the revival, and plan also to make it the 
conserving agency of results after the campaign. In 
view of the shortness of time, the averse conditions 
existing, and the necessity of doing something quickly, 
thie cérhmittee agfeed. ‘*Go ahead and work your 
Sinday-school. program: if you can, whatever it may 
be’'—though they did not know the program to be 
proposed. 

’*Here was the program ; to organize 10,000 men in 
that anthracite coal region in men’s Bible Classes, as 
a preparatory and conserving agency for the revival. 

Not a member of the committee believed it to be 
anywhere within range of possibility. There were 160 
Sunday-schools in the county, and considerably less 
than. 1,000 active men in them ; and our proposition 
called for 100 Bible Classes of zoo men each among 
these 160 schools ; and it was to be accomplished in 
four months... It did seem like a preposterous under- 
taking in view of the existing conditions, 

For demonstration purposes, as well as to help an 
individual church and school, I accepted an invita- 
tion to supply the pulpit of a certain church for one 
month. The church was without a pastor, and was 
financially and numerically weak. I agreed to help 
them with a Men's Bible Class for a month if they 
would work with me ; and incidentally I would supply 
the pulpit. 

What the “ Demonstrator’? Church Did 

Eighteen men, all they could muster, responded to 
an invitation to meet and learn the plan. To those 
eighteen men I said: ‘‘I will teach you asa Bible 
class in the Sunday-school if you will get out and bring 
into this class 100 men in four Sundays, and at. the 
same time, as aclass, boost the Sunday night service.’’ 

They accepted the challenge, divided into teams, 
canvassed first the church memberskip list, then the 
outside community, and on the fourth Sunday 114 
men were present in the class, with 142 enrolled, On 
the first Sunday preaching service the church was half 
full, the audience being chiefly of women,—the seat- 
ing capacity was about 400. On the last Sunday night 
of the month's effort the church was full, also the 
Sunday-school room, connected by sashes, making an 
audience of over 800, and now mostly men. 1 gladly 


stayed with that Bible class two weeks longer, until 
the new pastor came. Through the men's efforts-the 
class had grown to 204 members, and it is still work- 
ing. This was all in advance of the “ Billy Sunday"’ 
meetings. When the Sunday meetings had been in 
progress for three weeks I met the new pastor and 
asked him about the class. A hundred of those men, 
he said, had ‘hit the trail."’ 

That demonstration of how a few men could get 114 
men in a month's time, with its effect upon the church 
service, in what seemed a most unpromising situation, 
at once converted fourteen other pastors and Sunday- 
school superintendents near by to the wisdom of stim- 
ulating what men they had to try a similar program, 
instead of depending entirely upon pulpit aid or, as in 
many cases, the ‘‘ ladies’ aid,’’ to build up a church 
and make it a power in a community. And this is 
said without any intended reflection on the blessed 
work done by the women of our churches. 


Bible Classes Capture the Newspapers 

Nine of those fourteen schools got more than a hun- 
dred men each ina month, In about three weeks 
after that demonstration more than 100 classes, reach- 
ing twenty-five miles up and down the anthracite val- 
ley, were working toward the goal of 100 men each. 
The enthusiasm was unbounded, it swept like a flame 
to the remotest sections of the city and county. Every 
Sunday for three months groups of from four to seven 
men. were addressed, with an average also of two 
groups every other day and night in the week, Other 
men, pastors and laymen, whose classes attained the 
desired goal; went out to stimulate and help others. 
‘Men's Bible Class Activities’’ became popular read- 
ing matter in the public press, space unlimited being 
given to it. In homes, offices, business houses, shops, 
and down in the mines, men were talking and work- 
ing for Bible classes, The result was that when Mr, 
Sunday came to Scranton there were in the Lacka- 
wanna Valley 8,000 men organized into. working 
classes of approximately loo men each, During the 


‘Sunday campaign itself nearly 3,000 more men were 


reached ; and the increase activity is still going on. 

The way these men worked and produced results in 
the Tabernacle meetings was simply marvelous, Per- 
sonal evangelism became a passion with the men. 
They came in great delegations of hundreds and thou- 
sands to the meetings, and night after night the un- 
saved men who had been gathered into the classes 
came down the sawdust trail as converts by the hun- 
dreds, and then back to the church and Sunday-school 
as a mighty working force. Mr. Sunday testified to 
the two hundred Philadelphia ministers who visited 
Scranton the last week of the campaign that those 
Bible class men were producing more than fifty per- 
cent of his convexts in the, campaign. That is why 
the Scranton revival yieided more men converts than 
women and children, and that is what makes Scran- 
ton’s revival more significant than any other. 

‘*Do these classes of men continue their activities 
after the Sunday campaign ?”’ is asked. Emphaticaliy, 
yes. During the months of July and August, when a 
slump is expected in church activity, one class, the 
Dunmore Presbyterian, even in the absence of their 
pastor, prevented that usual summer slump by con- 
ducting open-air Sunday night services with a thou- 
sand people in attendance each night. In August this 
church usually held no service on Sunday nights. Last 
August found the lawn and tennis court beside the 
church illuminated by five great gas lights, and a 
thousand people sitting in the open on the hottest 
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nights, listening to the gospel message of the supply 
preacher, who spoke from a great platform erected by 
the men themselves. Imagine a hundred or so men 
every summer Sunday- night, carrying chairs, lugging 
a piano in and out of the church, ushering a thousand 
people to seats on its lawn, inviting the two hundred 
or more strangers who lined the sidewalk to participate 
in the service, and many of these men foregoing the 
pleasure of a vacation just so that they could help in 
this service,—and all this in connection with a ‘‘ staid 
old Presbyterian church.’’ This is a wonderful testi- 
mony to the tremendous power of the Spirit's work 
through Mr. Sunday. The work he does is perma- 
nent ; men get religion and it gets them, and they 
work at it, 

The First Presbyterian Church of Scranton was a 
typically conservative church ; good and substantial 
in the old-fashioned way of doing things, not given to 
or easily influenced by new fads or fancies, But 
twelve men in its Sunday-school got a vision and a 
program. They were strong, substantial, highly re- 
spected business men, who had sat in that Sunday- 
school as a class of twelve for about five years. They 

got a vision of one hundred men for their class, They 
_ worked, these fine men, fora month, and they rounded 
up one hundred and twenty-six men. They plunged 
into the Sunday revival. Their class now, seven 
months after the Sunday meetings, numbers over seven 
hundred men. They have abolished pew rents in their 
church, Itis almost a men's church on Sunday nights. 

Soon after this class jumped te overa hundred mem- 
bers the pastor asked what he might give them to do, 
‘¢ You slip away some Sunday night and let them run 
the service.'’ He did, The msa balked at first ; that 
was an unheard-of proposition. But they consented 
to do it, and the first thing that occurred to them was 
that there was not much of an incentive to get up a 
Sunday night program for a handful of people. They 
saw themselves in their preacher's position for the first 
time. So they got busy ; and on the night of their 
service the church was full! About half the audience 
were men, And their pastor has an audience like that 
now on Sunday nights. 

I have visited his church, and the activity of his 
men is inspiring. The only men's organization that 
the church has is that Bible class ; in it are included 
all the spiritual, social, and church activities for men. 
There is no multiplied’ machinery to’ wear out the 
nerves of the pastor in trying to keep them all in 
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motion ; just a men's class, thoroughly organized for 
the spiritual and social development of men ; and é7 
serves the purpose. 

The Scranton revival is a striking illustration of 
the power of the Sunday-school in a great evangelistic 
campaign. There were added to Scranton’s 163 
schools 12,000 souls ; and four-fifths of these are men. 

It is significant to glance at a few comparisons of 
Sunday-school increases in connection with Mr. Sun- 
day's revivals in four other cities of Pennsylvania. In 
Scranton alone was the Sunday-school a definitely or- 
ganized factor in connection with the revival. Think 


of what might have happened in Pittsburgh had a . 


men’s Sunday-school program been in operation there. 


New CAasTLe, Lawrence County, Pa., 1911. 

Number of schools, 122, 

Increase, 2,750. 

Average increase in each school, 22. 
WiLKEs-BARRE, Luzerne County, Pa., 1913. 

Number of schools, 278, 

Increase, 4,561. 

Average increase in each school, 16. 
PittsBuRGH, Allegheny County, Pa., 1914. 

Number of schools, 781. 

Increase, 19,143. 

Average increase in each school, 24. 
SCRANTON, Lackawanna County, Pa., 1914. 

Number of schools, 163. 

Increase, 12,000. 

Average increase in each school, 73. 

(Four-fifths of this increase in Lackawanna is of 


men, which is not true of the other counties; _ 


also over one-half of Scranton’s 17,000 converts 
(60 percent) are men, showing the power of the 
Men’s Bible class in the Sunday-school as an 
evangelistic force.) 


And think what should be in store for Philadelphia 
under Mr. Sunday's leadership during January and 
February of 1915, if 50,000 men are organized into 
Bible classes in 500 Sunday-schools, That is Phila- 
delphia’s goal. The program is now in active opera- 
tion, and at this writing 15,000 new recruits have been 
reached in two months, making a total of nearly 
30,000 men in Bible classes to date. May we not 
confidently pray that God will, through Mr. Sunday, 
with the Sunday-school forces of Philadelphia behind 
the evangelist, bring to pass a revival in Philadelphia 
that will make the world wonder ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 








A War Cah & Bedi Baal 


“ How many from your school will be in the million ? 





i MILLION nickels from a million Sunday- 
school scholars for a million Testaments for 
a million soldiers in hospitals, prison camps 
and battlefields of the Great War,’’ is an appeal 
meeting with an enthusiastic response from Sunday- 
school superintendents, teachers, and scholars the 
country over, 

This call was voiced at a recent meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the World’s Sunday School As- 
sociation in the Metropolitan Tower, New York, upon 
the suggestion of Dr. George W. Bailey of Philadel- 
phia.. Urgent calls for help had come to Dr. Bailey, 
Mr. Heinz, Mr, Hartshorn, aad others from Bible so- 
cieties abroad. They spoke of the great need and 
opportunity of Testament distribution to over one 
million soldiers now in hospitals and prison camps 
alone, a number which will be largely increased as 
the war goes on, 

Mr, Lawrance and Mr. Warren gave the proposi- 
tion their hearty endorsement, and this was confirmed 
by the Business Committee of the International Sun- 
day School Association. The General Secretary im- 
mediately entered into correspondence with the State 
and Provincial Associations, urging their co-opera- 
tion. Mr. Lawrance is making the nickel giving a 
part of the Christmas plan in his own Sunday-school 
at Evanston, 

Mrs, J. A. Walker, the Secretary of the Colorado 
State Sunday School Association, has brought three 
. of the departments of her own Sunday-school into en- 
thusiastic co-operation with the plan. 

Two other state secretaries have forwarded a per- 
sonal contribution of $1.00 for twenty Testaments, 
and are urging their schools to come into line. 

The Executive Committee of the New York- State 
Sunday School Association took action as follows : 


** Voted that the Executive Committee of the New 
York State Sunday School Association heartily en- 
dorse the appeal of the World’s Sunday School As- 
sociation for individual contributions of Sunday-school 
scholars and members for a million nickels for a million 
Testaments for a million soldiers in the present war."’ 

The American Bible Society, in co-operation with 
European Bible and Tract organizations, has kindly 
agreed to arrange for the distribution of these Testa- 
ments to the soldiers in the various languages em- 
ployed. 

The expense of promoting the plan will be borne 
by individuals, so that it is assured that every nickel 
given will actually reach the soldier in the form of a 
Testament. 

And each of these Testaments will bear, on the in- 
side front cover, the inscription that it comes from a 
member of an American Sunday-school. Think of 
what this may mean, not simply in its spiritual fruit- 
age, but in promoting a tie of human interest between 
the nations and looking forward to a time of perma- 
nent peace ! 

As a reminder to the scholar of his part in the plan 
of distributing a million Testaments to sick, impris- 
oned, and wounded soldiers, a book-mark, printed in 
two colors on tinted bond paper, will be given for 
each nickel contributed. This book-mark bears the 
picture of a nurse reading the Word of life to a sick 





A million nickels from a million Sanday- 
school scholars for a million Testa- 
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soldier. Long after the war this book-mark will be 
treasured by the scholar, as the Testament is sure to 
be long valued by the soldier. o% 4 

These book-marks will be sent without cost to any 
contributor or contributing school, according to the 
number of nickels given, by applying to Frank L. 


Brown, Joint General Secretary of the World’s Sunday 


School Association, Metropolitan Tower, New York. 
Checks or ce orders should be payable to the 
World's Sunday School Association, or to Arthur M, 
Harris, Treasurer. 

Any who may be interested in bearing any part of 

the promotion expense can make their contribution 
in this form. 
_ Itis urged that every pastor, superintendent, teacher, 
or scholar reading this bring this opportunity of 
service on the coming Sunday to the school, and place 
before the scholars this privilege of being related 
through the gift to a soldier. It is suggested, too, 
that the scholar be urged to pray for the unknown 
soldier to whom the gift will go, but whose name is 
known to the Heavenly Father. 

A girl in South Carolina has sent five cents to the 
World's Association's office by mail for ‘‘ Testaments 
for the Warriors.’* One teacher asks for thirty-six 
book-marks for her class. A poor lady has given 
twenty-five cents for five Testaments. 

‘*l was sick and ye came unto me. 
prison and ye visited me."’ 

Do this service for the Master, and do it now. 


I was in 





A New Year’s Message From 
Dr. J. R. Miller’s Letters 





42, Letting the Face Talk 


OU have had a busy year, I am sure. But as 
you come toward the end of it, I think you can 
look back upon it with a large measure of grati- 

tude in your heart. Indeed, you speak of this in 
your letter in connection with the Thanksgiving time. 
Gratitude is not only a duty, but it gives great, pleasure 
to’ ‘thie heart that’ cherishes it,’ All that the year has 
brought you is good. That is to say, we can put into 
the hands of God all the experiences of our year, even 
the things that have seemed hard and hurtful, know- 
ing that there is a Hand that will so shape results as 
to bring out of all the tangles of the year a beautiful 
web. Even our faults, our follies, and our sins we 
may put into the same Hand if we are truly penitent 
and leave them there, knowing that trom these, too, 
some blessing will come to us. It is wonderful how 
good God is to us, and how he takes whatever we give 
him, even the poorest fragments of our obediences, 
even our mistakes and our sins, and out of them 
brings something helpful and full of good for us. 

With regard to what you say about the article of 
Dr. Banks, —that we should let our hearts out to peo- 
ple,—no doubt his advice is good. There is a great 
lack of expression of love. 

There certainly is a great need in many homes and 
in many friendships of such expressions. Only last 
evening in my sermon I spoke of it. I was preaching 
about Mary and Martha and Jesus, It is said that 
Mary anointed Jesus ‘‘aforehand for his burial.’’ I 
spoke of the ‘‘aforehand’’ kindness,—not waiting 
until he was dead. A great many people, you know, 


show very little love along the way, even to their best - 


friends; then when the friends are dead they send 
immense bouquets or flower-pieces of extravagant 
dimensions and cost. I have always said that I should 
prefer a few flowers now and then along the dusty 
way, when my heart was weary and I needed renewal 
of strength, rather than the repression of love all the 
years and then an outburst when it will amount to 
nothing for me. I appreciate what you say, however, 
about the particular phase of the subject which con- 
cerns yourself. You can let your love out, however 
intense it may be, when you are sure of your friends, 

You ask, ‘‘ Why do people, even strangers, happen 
on one’s sore point always?’’ ,I cannot answer this 
question. The other evening a young girl asked me, 
‘* Do you believe in luck?’’ She went on to tell me 
how for her sister everything went right and happily, 
while for her everything went wrong; that ske had 
only disappointment after disappointment. I tried 
to show the child that it was not luck, that there must 


.. be some reason for what seems to her partiality, even 


if she cannot find it. I tried to explain to her how 
different people. need different discipline. / This 
may be one reason. Sometimes thé reason lies in 
one’s self. We find in the world what we are pre- 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 3 (Judg. 2: 7-19) 


to find. A person with a happy heart always 
nds happiness. One witha sad, gloomy heart 
always finds sadness and gloom. 

By the way, have you evér thought of our responsi- 
bility for the looks on our faces,—whether they are 
happy or the reverse? Margaret Fuller tells of her 
own experience as a child when she used to sit in 
church and watch the faces of the worshipers, trying 
to find in those faces some interpretation or expres- 
sion of the things which these people were seying in 


‘their hymns and prayers and professed to 


She said that she could not find these ideals there. 
She speaks then of the hurt to her own life from 
people's faces, their severe wien their want of glad- 
ness and joy. 

Some people seem gether to forget that they are 
responsible for being glad-hearted and joyous, even if 
they have trouble, e other day a mother who had 
passed through a very great sorrow said to me that 
she tried always te keep her face happy and bright at 
home that she might not cast upon her children’s 
lives any shadow of the grief which had so emptied 
her own life. She was right, but the same rule ap- 
plies to other people besides one’s children. 
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The other day a gentleman, when introduced to a 
lady, said, * | owe you a great debt, a debt far larger 
than ever I can pay.’’ The lady could not under- 
stand his meaning, and he explained to her that one 
day he was going down-town in a trolley-car when he 
was greatly depressed. Everything had seemed to 
go wrong, and he was in a very black mood. 
site him in the car this lady sat, and as he looked at 
her face he saw there something which told of courage, 
peace, serenity, and quiet confidence, and that face 
drove away is gloom and all the shadows, and 
changed his black mood into one of trust and peace. 
He took the earliest opportunity to thank his bene- 
factor for what she had done for him that day. 

This lady was entirely unconscious of the kindness 
she was doing, It was no part of her plan to make 
the stranger opposite to her happier that day. But 
she had a face which told of victory, the peace of 
God, the joy of Christ, of a sweet, self-controlled life. 
So wherever she went her influence was for blessing. 

All of us should cultivate the same sort of face. 
At least we should all think of our responsibility for 
our looks and for the influence we exert upon people 
by the kind of face we show them, 





THE HEARTHSTONE 


Baxter finishes her letter 





By Annie Hamilton Donnell 





Il. WHEN THE: FACTORY SHUT DOWN 


H, Dadchen, you didn’t know—/ didn’ t know ! 

But I think I’ ve found out to-night. I've 

been -to.a beautiful house-warming and just 

got back. No, not back home, Dadchen,—I'm here 


-in a little room in a big house. _ No curtains, only 


shades. No carpet, no easy chair, no anything. I 
can almost touch the walls when I stand up and 


,reach two ways.. The landlady is Miss Eulalia Bid- 


Pome -wéll ‘who has *seen better days’—you, would know 


There, I feel better now I have ’ fessed up, only I 


‘suppose I ought to say that I'm earning six dollars a 


week making shirt-waists, I am, Dadchen,—and 
you said I could never do it! That's principally the 
reason I am doing it! Suppose I’m going to have 
my own father say I can’t do Settlement work, much 
as I want to, because I'd never ‘stick it out’ a week. 
I'd never stand rubbing up against the great unwashed, 
and all that ! Well, dear sir, I’m rubbing up and I'm 
sticking out and I’ve rubbed and stuck eleven days, 
Fahrenheit ! You see, after you went off on your 
horrid long business trip I was too lonesome for words, 
Not a thing to do but be comfortable! Méfs; Din- 
widdie would persist in waiting on me and being good 
to me—Dadchen dear, all at once I got so ashamed 
of being waited on and having folks be good to me! 
Those factory girls went by every morning at seven 
o’clock and I lay in bed listening to them go, and 
they so thin and I so thick! I blushed right there 
under my quilts, ‘Sidney Baxter,’ I said, ‘you talk 
a lot about your fellow-creatures—why don’t you go 
and fellow with them a while and see what it means 
to work for your living, as they work for theirs? See 
if you'd bé any better than they are, or any ¢hicker! 
Incidentally you can show that dear old unbeliever of 
a father of yours that you’re in earnest about 
wanting to help the poor." And incidentally that’s 
what I'm trying to show you, Dadchen! When 
you come home I shall lay all my sweat-earned wages 
before you and shéw you my hands and the way my 
belts lap over and then you will let me do real things, 
won't you, dear? You won’t make fun any more or 
look incrédulous ? 

‘* But I shall not send this letter yet a while—not till 
you are most ready to sail for home. For I want my 
fair chance, Dadchen, don’t you see? I'll just write 


 it'and have-it ready, and the other letters that I do 


send shall be just plain letters about Mrs. Dinwiddie 
and Peters and the cat! I want to try my ex- 
periment a whole month anyway. I want to get ac- 
guainted—to see things from the other side of the 
footlights, That is the only way. We never knew, 
Dadchen, you and I, but I think at last I’m beginning 
to find out. I began to-night. Up to now I haven't 
got inside at all, or the other side, or anywhftre but 
my side. 

‘«*There’s a girl named Gracie who has a fireplace in 
her room—would you think that would make. a, tired, 


by thé: ‘Eulalia’ ‘of her that she had | The room | 
on the top floor and looks out on to the back yard. 


worn-out person rested?’ A starved, shabby little 
person feasted and a queen? Well, it does, I wish 
you could have seen Gracie to-night ! She had a house- 
warming and invited me in with the other girls. She 
gave me cake and ‘lemingade’ and cautioned me to 
only nibble, to make itlast. She warmed me in front 
of her fire and asked me to take my turn ‘seeing 
things’ in the embers, the things I'd “ke to see. 
Oh, Dadchen, that girl was beautiful to me because 


she thought that I was poor and she was rich !— 


that I was lonesome and she had her fire ! 

‘‘ There's another girl named Mamie, a little pretty 
slip of a thing that Gracie worries about because she 
runs wild on the street evenings, to have ‘ good times.’ 
Mamie loves music—it’s music that will steady her, 
but where is she to find it? That's one of the things 
I'm puzzling over. I’m going to have a time fitting 
puzzle-pieces together, you see ! 


~ This isnexttime. It’s three weeks now, Dadchen. 
Honestly I've been too tired to sit up straight and 
write! I drop to sleep in my ‘tracks’! Gracie 
found me asleep with my haton to-night. Yes, she’s 
had another fire-party and I went. I took six lemons 
and a bag of sugar, What is there in a hearthstone 
with a fire on it that transfigures dull, gray little faces 
and dull, gray hearts? I watched them éransfigure 
last night—they weren't shop-girls faces or common 
faces in that firelight! They were girls’ faces, ‘see- 
ing’ things they'd been starved out of, there in the 
embers and flames, Mamie saw her ‘pianner’ and 
herself playing beautiful music on it. Dadchen, / 
saw things! I saw the things I wanted to see, like 
all the rest. Will you sit down in front of our great 
library fire at home, you and I, dear Dadchen, when 
you come—and see things together? My things! 

**Gracie is so thin—they are all so thin. I don't 
believe factory girls know what it means not to be 
hungry. I mean not to wish they could afford another 
sandwich. Listen, dear, I haven't eaten all I wanted 
to for three weeks, to find out how it feels! This 
minute I want another sandwich ! 

‘*1 don’t believe I’ m really going to send this letter 
to you—not really. It's just my thinkings about, — 
about things, with ‘Dadchen dear’ at the beginning 
to make me feel nearer to you.. I’m having so many 
thinkings these days. 

‘*Do you know what? Well, if I werea rich man, 
or a rich-enough man, I would own a shirt-waist factory 
with exit-places a// over it/ An exit to a girl! I'd 
have a soup-kitchen in the basement. I'd pay my 
little worried, harried shirt-waist girls enough for— 
for another sandwich every time! I'd—give—them 
—a—hearthstone somewhere. 

‘* There, I'm going to bed. Good-night, Dadchen 
dear... When I think of your dear scratchy, beard-y 
face my lips ache—SIDNEy. 


**This is the next time. I’ve been a wage-earner 
almost my month now. But I don’t suppose I know 
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how it feeds to be one, because there’s always Mrs. 
Dinwiddie and you and the. cat in my background, 
I can always, always go home if I can’t bear things. 
None of the rest can move one little inch out of the 
wheel-track, when they can't bear things, 

‘I'm anxious about Mamie too, and that an 
Emmy's eyes haunt me and Gracie is so happy with 
her fireplace { I think she counts her coals, She 

ets the kind that blaze up beautifully, like wood, and 
i know perfectly well that she ea¢s coal mostly now- 
adays. She is growing thinner before my eyes. No, 
Dadchen, I can't! I can't offer to buy her coals. 
You don’t know how proud we shop-girls are, dear. 
Besides, would you have me spoil her glorious sense 
of possession? It would be her fire with my coals in it. 

‘*This old lodging-house used to be a grand man- 
sion! The landlady-Eulalia told me about it to- 
night and I wish, I truly do, that you could have seen 
her eyes light up! She was part of that old glory— 
think of living on drearily to be part of this last estate 
of the old house! Oh, I never knew—I never knew 
before! I had to come inside. 


‘¢Something’s happened. I've lost my job, Dad- 
chen! Listen! To-day they told us at the factory 
that it was going to ‘shut down.’ Some one has bought 
it who is going to put in all new machinery and en- 
large and fix it up. Gracie has lost her job—oh, 
Dadchen, I don't know but she’s lost her hearthstone ! 
All the girls—if you could see Emmy's eyes and that 
little hunchback Rosie’ s, and all their poor eyes ! They 
look hunted—scared clear down to their souls, ‘What 
if we can’t find another a quick !’ 

‘¢The foreman of our floor was kind. He told us that 
in three or four months he thought most, if not all, of 
us might be taken on again. But the ‘three or four 
months’ between that I saw in those girls’ eyes—I 
wish I hadn’t seen! No, I don't wish either ! 

‘«T am going back to Mrs. Dinwiddie and Stephen the 
martyr. They will both purr over me and love me. 
I'm going to begin to pack at once, The landlady- 
Eulalia’s eyes are frightened too, to have us go, I 
don’t dare to go into Gracie’s room across the hall ! 

‘*Dadchen dear, things are so uneven. 


‘*This is to-morrow morning early. I'm all sur- 
rounded with my baggage. A wagon is coming for it, 
but / shall go home on the trolley like any other shop- 
girl, I’m hungry, Dadchen dear, because I was 
ashamed to eat any breakfast. I kept thinking of what 
Mrs. Dinwiddie would make me eat. I saw myseif 
at the table surrounded with food and Stephen the 
martyr rubbing against my skirts for his share. Gracie 
can’t even eat her coals now, She hasn’t been across 
the hall—I haven’t been across. The Fire Party we 
were to have had to-night Gracie canceled, ‘A!I off, 
girls, don’tcome.’ Nobody looked at anybody’ s face. 
It would be queer, if I didn’t understand, how frozen- 
up we all are with each other. Only Mamie is the 
same, for Mamie still has her Notions. Something 
keeps saying, ‘What will become of Mamie now?’ 
I know Gracie is thinking of that, too. 

‘*Of course they may all find new jobs right off, but 
I don’t believe it! This is what they call ‘slack time’ 
in jobs. Even six—seven—eight dollars a week is so 
much when it stops ! 

‘* Yes, of course I'm going over to say good-bye to 
Gracie. She will go too, of course. The hearthstone- 
room is a luxury and she can’t afford luxuries now. 


‘** I’ve been over and she isn’t there. The landlady 
says she went out awfully early to hunt for a job. The 
room looked just as usual—not messed up with getting 
ready to go away from it. The hearthstone was swept 
as clean! Do you know what I read in that little, 
empty, cleared-up room, Dadchen dear? I read it in 
plain writing on the wall over the fireplace, as if the 
letters were really there—*‘ God Bless Our Home.’ It's 
the only home Gracie’s ever had because of the little 
crackling, flaming fire possible in it.. She isn’t going 
to give it up without a fierce struggle. I'm coming 
back to-morrow to see Gracie, 


‘¢ This is to-morrow and I went, but Gracie was out 
hunting—hunting. I could almost see little wet tear- 
spots in that room. I shall come again Saturday—TI' Il 
wait three days. 


‘* This is Saturday. The room was empty. I can’t 
find out where Gracie has gone. Why did I wait three 
days? The landlady doesn’t know—nobody knows. 

‘*Dadchen, there's no invisible ‘God Bless Our 
Home,’ over the fireplace—I can’t read a word! If 
Gracie has given up—"’ 

(70 be concluded in next week's issue.) 
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Starting the. New Year in Graded Classes 


How shall we make Nineteen Fifteen’s work most effective 


The Graded Forum, conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin *y<isrésr' si: 


Division of the 
Association 





For Skilful Class Management 


‘* | SHOULD be happy in my work,’’ says a Pri- 
mary teacher, ‘‘if my class did not worry 
me so,"’ 

The case is one of failure in class management. 
Sunday-schools should have their disciplinary side. 
There is a relation between discipline and the devel- 
opment of Christian character. The best discipline 
results in self-government. The responsibility for 
this rests with the teacher, This need not discourage 
any teacher, for, aside from one or two inborn quali- 
fications such as magnetism and aptitude, which are 
desirable but not essential, the teacher has his making 
entirely in his own power. Of acquired qualifications 
there are many. 

Personal Qualifications 

1. Scholarship.—Full knowledge of the subject to 
be taught begets in the pupil a respect for the teacher. 
Knowledge of childhood, and also of the individual 
child, is essential to right interpretation of the child’s 
actions. 

2. Fresh Preparation, —Children should drink 
from fresh fountains, not stagnant pools. 

3. Skéill,—Practise alone will not give skill, Young 
teachers not only should study books of method, but 
visit public schools and watch the best trained teachers. 

4. Heart Power.—There are no more potent ele- 
ments in governing than sympathy and love—a sym- 
pathy by which one enters the child’s experiences, 
and a love, not sentimental affection, born from a 
consciousness of childhood’ s possibilities. 

5. Voice and Manner.—Because of the child’s 
suggestibility a gentle, modulated tone and a quiet 
manner beget quiet and control in the child. 


External Conditions 

1. Temperature and Ventilation.—The air in the 
Sunday-school room must be kept pure, The room 
should have a thermometer which, during the season 
of artificial heating, should register about seventy. 
An overheated room, like impure air, produces rest- 
lessness, disorder, and mental torpor. 

2. Light.—Children should be so seated as not to 
be tortured by facing windows or any glaring surface. 

3. Wraps.—Wraps and hats should be removed. 
In the absence of cloak-rooms hooks should be placed 
around the class-room, 

4. Separation of Classes.—Children lack control of 
will and power of concentration ; therefore, classes 
should be separated. If there is a lack of rooms, 
curtains and screens should be used. 

5. Chairs and Tabies,—Comfort and health de- 
mand chairs to be of such height as to permit pupils’ 
feet to reach the floor. Tables should be of propor- 
tionate height. 

The Planned Routine 

Every teacher should have a carefully thought out 
way of doing things, This is especially important in 
elementary grades, where children are too young to 
exercise judgment or assume responsibility. The 
teacher having decided upon his method should ad- 
here to it without exception. Thus, and thus only, 
will orderly habits become automatic and self-govern- 
ment ensue. 

1. Seating.—Every child shoule have his own seat. 
Chiklren like ownership, and it conduces to com- 
posure and orderliness. Pupils should also be seated 
with reference to each other. Those with common 
weaknesses should not sit near each other. 

2. Orderly Moving and Distribution of Material. 
-— Pupils and classes should move in order and quietly, 
yet without restraint. Pencils and hand-books should 
be collected each Sunday and distributed when 
needed.. This work should not be haphazard, but 
according ‘to some thought-out plan. ‘‘ Monitors’’ 
may have the work in charge, as in day-schools. 

3. Signads.—Signals for concerted .action, such as 
standing, sitting, and turning of chairs, should be 
quietly and concisely given and promptly obeyed. 

4. Penaities.—It is a mistake to let wilful disobe- 
dience and disorderly conduct at Sunday-school pass 
unnoticed. Some penalty— natural consequence — 
which the pupil will see to be just and for the good of 
all concerned, should follow each violation. 

5. Fatigue.—Ten or twelve minutes for Beginners 


and fifteen or twenty for Primary children is quite 
long enough to sit in one position or to give attention 
to any one thing. Health and best results demand 
that changes in position and such rest exercises as 
are approved by best authorities be freely introduced, 
and before weariness manifests itself, 

Some Further Needs 

1. Length of Session.—In too many Sunday-schools 
shortness of session precludes system, and results in 
confusion of mind and weariness of body. The ses- 
sion should be lengthened, or some things, however 
important in themselves, eliminated from the usual 
Sunday-school program. An hour and a half is quite 
short enough for doing wed the things that are usually 
undertaken in the elementary grades of the modern 
Sunday-school, This time should be divided into 
two periods by a few minutes of relaxation. 

2. Helpful Books. —Among the most helpful 
books on class management are the following, which 
may usually be found in public libraries: ‘Class 
Room Management'’ (Macmillan, $1.25); ‘* School 
Management’’ (American Book Co., New York, $1). 
—Mrs. Bertram B. Collyer, Madison, Wis, 


A Good Deeds Box 


N A progressive Sunday-school in Rochester, New 
York, the children are taking a new interest in 
noticing the noble and helpful things that other 

folks do, ‘The secret is a ‘*Good Deeds Box,'’ which 
provides fun for the children while they unconsciously 
develop character. 

The Good Deeds Box is the especial interest of 
children in the Primary department who can write, 
though there are doubtless teachers of the juniors who 
might also use it to advantage. The method is simple. 
The children are requested by thé teacher to be on 
the lookout for good deeds during the week. The 
accounts of the good deeds are to be written by the 
children on slips of paper, and signed. The follow- 
ing Sunday the slips are brought to Sunday-school 
and desposited in the Box, which occupies a con- 
spicuous place on the teacher's table, 

In the Rochester school the teachers read the slips 
immediately after the opening devotional. éxercises. 
There is no need to ask for order or quiet. Interest 
and curiosity hold ten or twelve little boys spellbound. 

One condition is observed. No one must record a 
good deed of his own. This is the crux of the whole 
matter. If the teacher finds something like this: ‘I 
minded the baby for: mother,’’ or ‘‘I chopped a big 
pile of kindling,’’ the records of self-praise are not 
read, The silent rebuke is effective. 

The visitor was privileged to see the slips in their 
original form. Some of them were in print letters : 
Three were as follows : 

**A dog broke its leg and a doctor fixed it.’’ 

“A policeman catched a horse that was runnin 
away. Only for him it would have tramped on some 
childern."’ ‘ 

‘*A boy on our street was giv 5 cents to go to the 
Movin pitchers. Stead of goin he bought a orange 
fer a little sic feller that he knew."’ 

As she read the slips the teacher spoke a word of 
approval, which added to the pleasure of. the little 
people. Usually, in any list of good deeds some 
of them will have a bearing on the Sunday-school 
lesson. The Rochester teacher quickened the interest 
of the boys in the lesson by referring to the boy who 
sacrificed his own pleasure that he might buy an 
orange for a sick friend. The little story, furnished 
first-hand by one of the class, brought the subject 
of self-sacrifice home to the boys. 

Had the subject of the lesson been Duty,—the 
doing of one’s duty when it is hard and requires 
courage, she could have used the incident of the 
policeman, Perhaps the policeman was afraid of the 
runaway horse. He might have been killed or hurt. 
But it was his duty to protect people on the street. 
He was a brave man, and he did his duty. 

By this means the child will tie up religion with 
everyday living. At the same time, through furnish- 
ing the moral-pointing story, he becomes a co-worker 
with the teacher in discovering and applying spiritual 
truth.—jJane Ellis Joy, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Outside Work With the Primary Children 


|* DOES not take a teacher of little children long 
to realize that her work outside the lesson hour 
is of vast importan Yet many of our teachers 
know comparatively little of the lives of their pupils 
outside of the knowledge gained in that one short hour 
spent with the children, who spend one hundred and 
sixty-seven other hours in the week in rest and play, 
in laughter and tears, 

That the children crave a closer relationship and 
more frequent intercourse with their teacher .is evi 
denced by the early arrivals at Sunday-school who often 
follow the busy teacher about the room telling her of 
the happenings at home and in school, happenings 
that seem of such vital interest to them. It has 
seemed worth while to some teachers to plan their 
work so that the time preceding the session might be 
devoted more fully to friendly converse with the chil- 
dren, At such atime the child who is reticent and 
unresponsive in the class may become more talkative 
and may lead the listening teacher to guess at new 
avenues of approach to his heart interests. 

Visits tb the home will produce similar results. It 
is true that the modern plea of ‘‘ being busy"’ is one 
that too frequently excuses neglect of this duty. But 
surely no teacher who has been greeted, on such a 
visit, by a radiant little face, and has heard his tri- 
umphant announcement, ‘‘Oh, mother, here is my 
teacher,’’ will ever again feel reluctant to make the 
sacrifice, if any sacrifice is involved. This teacher 
who has become acquainted with the mother, who 
has seen the baby brother and big. sister, has now 
more than a simulated interest in her litile pupil's 
confidences. _ Her knowledge of his environment will 
quicken her understanding of his nature, and habits, 
and make her more patient and: sympathetic.with his 
little failings, . She will also feel more free to solicit 
the mother’s co-operation in the matter of home-work 
and will surely receive more frequent response to her 
invitations to attend the Sunday-school sessions. 

The subject of hand-work suggests another means 
of becoming more intimately acquainted with the 
Primary children, One superintendent of a large 
Primary Department has a quarterly book-making 
party on a Saturday afternoon. The children are in- 
structed at the first of the quarter to carefully preserve 
their lesson-story papers and hand-work sheets, and 
these are brought to the party and bound into books. 
The finished books are hung around the walls and 
admired by all, while the simple tea-party is being 
enjoyed, It would be difficult to enumerate the won- 
derful opportunities of influence open to this superin- 
tendent and her assistants at such a gathering. Not 
only are the children guided in the construction of a 
good piece of work, but they have the opportunity of 
comparing their work with many other pieces, and 
without a word of criticism or reproach from the 
teachers the crumpled, soiled pages are bound to 
stand out in comparison with the well-kept, beautiful 
set hung beside them, and some little brain is resolv- 
ing to do better next time. 

There are other special week-day gatherings that 
mean quite as much to the children, and should be 
welcomed by the teachers as great opportunities of 
service, The Rally Day party, the Christmas party, 
the summer picnic, the gatherings to practise songs 
and exercises for special sessions, all afford the teacher 
the opportunity of coming closer to the little ones, in 
whose education she has such an important share. 

In dealing with the relationship of teacher and 
pupil the value of the personal letter cannot be over- 
estimated. Do we fully appreciate what it means to 
a child of Primary age to receive .a letter through the 
mail? We may feel that we have done our duty when 
we remember the birthday and Christmas anniversaries 
in such a way, but there are other, occasions when a 
letter from the teacher will mean more than any other 
attention. One mother tells of the joy such a mes- 
sage brought to her little son who was suffering all 
the distress of a severe attack of rheumatism. He held 
the little illustrated letter in his poor swollen little 
hand. day after day, and admonished nurse and doctor 
to make him well quickly because his Sunday-school 
*excher missed him.— Helen Palk, Winnipeg, Mani- 
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‘LESSON FOR JAN. 3 (Sudg. 2: 7-19) 






ISTORY, Devotion, and Prophecy are the three 
lines along which the divine religion introduced 
in the first five books of a eort (the Penta- 

teuch) is developed. In the History S purpose was 
developed in the national life through politcal and and 
religious institutions, In the Devotional books there 


was the unfolding of in the spiritual life of 
the people, through religious poetry used for instruc- 
tion and worship. In Prophecy divine redemption 
was developed in relation to the great Messianic hope, 
which was intended to influence the people at every 
stage of their history and keep them loyal to God and 
his will, The Lessons for 1915 touch upon all these 
three lines of development, though the of them 
is the most prominent. 

There are nine Books of History, from Joshua to 
Esther, counting Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles as 
one book each; These are generally divided thus : 

1. Three recording the Theocracy, where Jehovah 
rules directly over Israel (Joshua, Judges, and Ruth). 

2. Three recording the Monarchy, where Jehovah 
consents to the appointment of a king but at once 
plans for his own definite representatives in the proph- 
ets (Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles). 

3. Three recording Israel under foreign govern- 

ment, with thé thought’ of Jehovah restoring the rem- 
nant after captivity and settling them once again in 
their own land (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther). 
‘' Ttis gtesnenge fe: teresting that i in the Hebrew Bible 
Joshua; Judges, Samuel and Kings are included in 
the general title. ** Former Prophets’’ because com- 
posed by prophetic men. Israel's history is no ordinary 
annals, but is written from a prophetic standpoint. 

The story of Israel under Joshua came in the lessons 
for 1913, and ‘now we are to take up the record from 
the time of his death. Judges is the second book of 
the Theocracy, recording Israel's failure to obey God 
in the period from Joshua to Eli. It is a link in the 
history and covers over 400 years (Acts 13 : 20), and 
is a record of a series of apostasies, chastenings and 
deliverances in successive periods, The history is 
concerned with unique events and exceptional person- 
alities, Normal institutions are only incidentally noted. 
The book of Joshua showed how Israel entered Ca- 
naan, subduing the center, the south and the north, 
Judges inferentially proves how complete was the 
subjugation of-the center and south, for the only 
trouble came from external foes. It records the re- 
vival of the northern confederacy, but Deborah and 
Barak broke its power forever. As long as Israel was 
united it was aggressive, but as the tribes became set- 
tled in districts, geographically distinct, disintegration 
began. 


Light Rays in the Dense Darkness 

The situation portrayed is peculiar. There was no 
leader and no real unity, and therefore tribal self-gov- 
ernment was exposed to dangers, The problem was 
how to keep firm hold of Canaan since there were no 
reinforcements to help and no amalgamation with the 
inhabitants was allowed.. The outcome was two great 
dangers, the seduction of peace and the loss of unity 
by dispersion, The history is an account of these 
dangers and of God's deliverance from them. Op- 
pression comes when they forget God, and then trouble 
emphasizes the lack of unity, and so the people are 
gradually disciplined for the future. Judges thus re- 
cords a transition period. The people failed to live 
up to the Theocracy and this opened the way for a 
great reformation through Samuel, followed by the 
Monarchy. Thetwoappendixes, Judges 17 to 21, and 
the book of Ruth, give respectively the two sides of the 
life of this period, the dark and the bright. With 
Judges alone we might think all was hopeless, but 
Ruth reminds us that there were flowers that bloomed 
in out-of-the-way places even amid general barrenness. 

The books of Samuel cover a period of about 125 
years, 1140 to 1015 B.C., opening with Samuel's birth 
and closing with the reign of the king anointed by him. 
The old system had completely failed. Eli passes 
away, lis family is overwhelmed, and the ark is cap- 
tured by enemies. This failure was due to lack of 
faithfulness to the covenant, and the way was opened 
for a great reformation and a new departure: . Under 
the Theocracy Israel had reached a condition of indi- 
vidualism and anarchy (Judges 21 : 25), and the time 
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It is Tike walking in the dark to try to read or teach 
one after another of the Sunday-school lessons that 
we take up in 1915 without having some pretty clear 
idea of the whole period covered by the year’s les- 
sons, so that we may know just where each piece 
in the mosaic fits in. Here is a clear view of the 
panorama that the new year’s lessons spread before 
us. It is worth clipping and keeping in our Bibles, 
for constant reference throughout the year. 


—————— 
rn 


had come both for political and religious changes. 
Politically there was to be government by a monarchy, 
limited by the Mosaic law ; religiously there was to be 











.@ temple and the new agency of the prophets. The 


object of the monarchy was to bring the people back 
to obedience to God and to restore, if possible, the 
om of God onearth. The monarchy is recorded 
in double books, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles. 
Samuel is the instrument of establishing the monarchy, 
and the story of these books centers round three per- 
sonages : Samuel, the prophet who guided the change ; 
Saul, thé people’s king ; and David, God's king. 

The most striking feature of this time is the emer- 
gence of the prophet.. Although the patriarchs and 
Moses bore this name and fulfilled its functions, yet 
the real beginnings were with Samuel (Acts 3 : 22, 24), 
and thenceforward the prophet is a prominent influ- 
ence as the representative of Jehovah. No explana- 
tion of his origin is given ; it is referred to as some- 
thing understood (1 Sam. 3: 20). It was of Divine 
appointment, and did not originate in a reaction against 
the priesthood, for the two were there from the begin- 
ning, just because Jewish religion always needed the 
two elements of inward spirit and outward form. 


Crowning a. False King 

The request for a king from the standpoint of the 
people’s motive was really a rejection of God, and the 
substitution of the false for the true King. Lack of 
God invariably necessitates something to be put in his 
place. But God overruled his people’s.sin by adapt- 
ing himself to the altered circumstances, The request 
was not acecording.to his primary mind, but it was in 
harmony with his progressive purpose that it should 
be granted. Although rejected he was not dethroned, 
and he so broughtit about that men co-operated with 
him to carry out his purpose, whether by failure in 
Eli and Saul or by loyalty in Samuel and David. The 
priesthood lapses, but the prophetic order is estab- 
lished and the kingship is permitted. Thus God 
reigns and his purpose goes forward either by or in 
spite of men. 

The books of Kings were originally one, like those 
of Samuel, and they have been rightly described as 
‘*the most complete and characteristic example of 
Hebrew history.’’ Kings is intimately related to 
Samuel, continuing the history in the same prophetic 
spirit. It gives the history of tne undivided kingdom 
from Solomon, and of the divided kingdoms till the 
two captivities. The time covered is more than four 
centuries, ending with the release of Jehoiachin, 
561 B.C, 

Kings records the entize political history, since Chron- 
icles has no account of the Northern Kingdom, except 
so far as it was.connected with the Southern. The 
kings of Judah are judged from the standpoint of 
David's obedience (1 Kings 3 : 3); and the kings of 
Israel from that of Jeroboam’s sin (1 Kings 15 : 34). 
The record shows growth and decay, with the influences 
which led to the end. The historv is seen to be under 


the control of God, and the promises to David-remain . 


sure in spite of everything. The prominence of Eli- 
jah and Elisha shows a similar spirit to that of the 
author of Samuel, and illustrates the prophetic stand- 
point of the books. Secular history is often quite 
briefly treated, while things religious are elaborated 
and God’s command is emphasized. 

After the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 1-11), we have 
the story of the divided kingdom until the captivity of 
Israel: (1 Kings 12 to 2 Kings 17); then follows the 
story of Judah to the captivity (2 Kings 18 to 25). 
The general planis to record first the northern and 
then the contemporary events in the southern king- 
dom. Occurrences which have a common bearing 
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Seeing the New Year’s Lessons as a Whole 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


on the two kingdoms are related separately under the 
head of each, As the time covered is more than four 
hundred years, the story is a mere outline and the 
records quite scanty. 

There are twenty kings of nine dynasties in the 
north, and twenty rulers of one dynasty in the 
south. The religious p rules all the material, 
and the great principle is that of full record where the 
Theocracy is important and safety is found only in 
faithfulness to God. The story is one of failure in 
national life and vocation, The cause is unfaithful- 
ness to God, expressed in schism and idolatry, but 
God in his infinite grace meets this failure by the 
rise of prophecy with its succession of faithful men as 
witnesses to stem the tide and by the discipline of 
judgment when all laws had failed, God’s purpose 
in fulfilment of his promise to David proceeded in 
spite of everything. All through the story we are re- 
minded that national life must be moral, that an im- 
moral nation is not different from an immoral man ; 
also that morality is only possible on the basis of re- 
ligion. Apostasy from God was the cause of all the 
trouble, 

The poetical books are partly didactic (Proverbs, 
Job, Ecclesiastes) and partly devotional (Psalms, Sol- 
omon’s Song, Lamentations). The former endeav- 
ored to show the relation of piety and blessedness, 
and thereby provide a philosophy of religious life. 
The latter aimed at inspiring the soul with such de- 
votional feelings toward God as would lead to right 
action in practical religious life. 

The prophecies record the efforts of Divine grace in 
connection with the prophetic men and their teachings, 
together with national judgments, to save a spiritual 
remnant of the people by means of faith in a coming 
Messiah, and to prepare them for him and his kingdom. 
The prophets had. a work for their own day, and were 
raised up to meet the needs of the times, But beyond 
this they were intended to prepare the people for the 
future, and by message and writing to keep alive the 
Messianic hope. 

It is impossible to read the Old Testament for long 
without becoming aware of the remarkable spirit of 
expectation which characterizes almost every part. 

In the Pentateuch the main thought seems to be 
the need of a priest to be the Redeemer from sin. 

In the historical and poetical books the supreme 
idea is the need of a King who would realize in ful- 
ness and perfection all that the earthly monarch sym- 
bolized. 

In the prophets the main emphasis is of course on 
the need of a Prophet who would instruct the people 
in the will of God. 


Messiah’s Old Testament History 

Thus the Messianic element is clear : the prophet 
to reveal, the priest to redeem, and the king to rule, 
The Messianic character of the books of the mon- 
archy is one of their special features. The word 
‘* Messiah’ is found for the first time in the Hebrew 
of 1 Samuel 2; 10, and it is from this time that the 
offices of prophet, priest, and king are first completely 
seen, and the development of the types is fixed set- 
ting forth the functions of the anointed Messiah. 

It is, therefore, important to study the Old Testa- 
ment continually from the standpoint of the Messianic 
hope. The Jewish nation was selected by God to be 
the depository of this wonderful expectation, and in 
the apostle Paul’s statement of Jewish privileges the 
connection of the Messiah with Israel is regarded as 
the culminating point (Rom. 9:4, 5).. It is this Mes- 
sianic element that gives unity to the Old Testament, 
binding all its parts together and making it, what it is, 
the unique book of all the ages. It has been well 
pointed out that the two Comings of our Lord, the 
First and the Second, are the two points from which 
alone we can properly understand the Bible ; and this 
is true even of the Old Testament by itself. - It is clear 
that a passage like Isaiah 53, with its record of suffer- 
ing, cannot possibly mean the same as Isaiah 11, with 
its record of glory. The one refers to the First Com- 
ing, the other to the Second. It is the double aspect 
and prospect recorded in the Old Testament that makes 
the book of such perennial fascination and such pro- 
found meaning for Christians to-day. 

Toronto, Can. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


T DOESN'T take a wrecking train long to get on 
its way after news of a railroad accident has been 
received. But it is not often that the wrecking 

train is hurrying toward the place of need before the 
accident has occurred. That is what happened in 
Georgia three years ago, A conductor discovered 
that a freight train had failed to take a siding in 
order to let a passe train pass. Rushing to a 
telephone, he asked a distant operator if the passen- 

r train had left a certain point. Learning that it 
fad, he reported that the freight was running at full 

toward the oncoming passenger train. A dis- 
patcher was notified: ‘‘ We're going to have a wreck ; 
get out the wrecking train,” The orders were given, 
and to the dispatcher came word over the wire: ‘I’m 
listening; I'll tell you when they crash.” In a short 
time the detonation of the collision could be heard for 
miles, But the wrecker, which was already on its 
way, reached the spot in time to save several passen- 
gers who had been caught in the wreck, which was 
menaced by flames. Four persons were reported 
killed, and a dozen hurt. 

All the time three men knew in advance that the 
two trains were headed for crashing destruction; but 
they were powerless to prevent it. God sees wrecks 
ahead that he is powerless to prevent. Powerless 
because, having erage = | made us in his own image, 
he has given us free will; and we can choose disaster 
if we will. 

But because God sees a wreck coming in advance, 
he has the wrecking train on the way before the 
tragedy happens; and lives are saved by the prompt- 
ness of his deliverance, Not every life is saved: 
only those that are willing. 


A Look Ahead at the Lessons 
The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 


issue. Bold-fage letters at the end of.certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the refe: 





The Whole Bible.—For five weeks we are to study 
the Book of Judges: the story of the wrecks of Israel’s 
sin-catastrophes and God's yreepes deliver- 
ances. Patiently, peesinvenity, God raised up one 

erson after another as the human instruments in 

is deliverance. Stubbornly, persistently, after ac- 
cepting deliverance, Israel rushed on again into the 
death-collision of sin. 

But Judges is only a single section of one complete 
Book of sixty-six sections, Let us this year gain a 
better idea of the single, continuous message of this 
great, unique Sok, er studying the lessons of the 

ear always with reference to their relation to the 

ook-message as a whole. 

If you wanted to teach a child the geography of 
North America, would it be better to begin by show- 
ing a map of the house lots and streets of the town 
or township where you live, and work out little by 
little from that until finally the entire continent had 
been covered, or by showing a clear, simple map of 
North America as a whole, so that first the relation 
of Canada, the United States, and Mexico could be 
seen, and then the relative positions and names of 

rovinces and states, and so on, rp | taking up in- 

ividual states from the standpoint of their relation 
to the entire continent? 

Suppose we look at the Bible, first, somewhat as 
we would at a map of the North American continent. 
Many of us in Sunday-school have been in the habit 
of studying our Bible like a town or township map: 
giving our chief attention to the few verses of the 
Sunday-school lesson, and having little understand- 
ing of their relation to the great, majestic sweep of 
the whole Bible record, ‘That is not giving the Bible 
afair chance. It is wonderfully more interesting if 
we do our Bible study in a big way. 

A ground plan of the Bible as a whole may be 
toad for example, in the seven t stages, or 
ages, or dispensations, of the world’s history which 
are suggested in the Scofield Reference Bible. An 
Age or Dispensation is ‘ta period of time during 
which man is tested in respect of obedience to some 
specific revelation of the will of God.” These seven 
Ages carry us from Genesis to Revelation, and are 
as follows: é 

Age of Innocence: from the Creation of Man to the 
Fall (introduced at Gen. ft : 28). 
~Age of Conscience (Gen. 3 : 23), from the Expulsion 
from Eden to the close of the Flood. 

Age of Human Government (Gen. 8: 20), from 
man’s new start under Noah to the Call of Abram. 

Age of Promise (Gen. 12: 1), from God's covenant 
with Abram to the giving of the Law. 


LESSON 1. JANUARY 3. GOD’S PATIENCE WITH ISRAEL . 


Judges 2 : 7-19. Commit verses 11, 12 


Golden Text: I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely—Hosea 14: 4 


7 And the people served Jehovah all the davs of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that outlived Josuaa, = had 
seen all the great work of Jehovah that he bos wanes for 
Israel. 8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of J ’ 
died, being a hundred and ten years old, 9 And they buried 
him in the border of his inheritance in Tim‘nath-he’res, in the 
hill-country of Ephraim, on the north of the mountain of 
Ga’ash. 10 And also all that generation were gathered unto 
their fathers : and there arose another generation after them, 
that knew not Jehovah, nor yet the work which he had wrought 
for Israel. 

11 And the children of Israel did that which was evil in. the 
sight of Jehovah, and served the Ba’al-im ; 12 and they forsook 
Jehovah, the God of their fathers, who brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the 
peoples that were round about them, and bowed themselves 
down unto them: and they provoked Jehovah to Tr. 13 
And they forsook Jehovah, and served Baal and the Ash’ta-roth. 
14 And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Israel, and 
he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that despoiled 
them ; and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round 
about, so that they could not any longer stand before their 


“enemies. 15 Whithersoever they went out, the hand of Jeho- 


vah was against them for evil, as Jehovah had spoken, and as 
Jehovah had sworn unto them: and they were sore distressed. 

16 And Jehovah raised up judgés, who saved them out of 
the hand of those that despoiled them. 17 And yet they heark- 
ened not unto their judges ; for they played the harlot after 
other gods, dnd bowed themselves n unto them: they 
turned aside quickly out of the way wherein their fathers 
walked, obeying the commandments of Jehovah ; dué they did 
not do so. 18 And when Jehovah raised them up judges, then 
Jehovah was with the judge, and saved them out of the hand 
of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented Je- 
hovah because of their groaning by reason of them that op- 
pressed them and vexed them. 19 But it came to pass, when 
the judge was dead, that they turned back, and dealt more 
corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve 
them, and to bow down unto them; ! they ceased not from 
their doings, nor from their stubborn way. 

1 Heb. they let nothing fall of their doings. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face letters. . 
udges 2: 7.—How did the people ‘serve’? Jehovah ? 
Who were the elders that outlived Joshua? (Thomas, a.) 

Verse 8.—Was I10 years a great age at this time ? 
(Thomas, a.) 

Verse 9.—What is meant by ‘* border of his inherit- 
ance ’’? (Thomas, a.) 

Verse 10.—What is meant by ‘*they knew not Jeho- 
vah’’? (Thomas, b;. Ridgway, b; Mackie, a.) 

Verse 11.—Who was Baal. and how did Israel serve 
him? (Thomas, c; Ridgway, c; Mackie, b; Patterson, d.) 

Verse 12,—Why did they forsake the true God so 
readily ? What other godsare referred to? (Thomas, b, c; 
Spilman, a.) 

Verse 13.—Were Baalim and Baal the same? What 
does the Ashtaroth refer to ?, (Thomas, c; Mackie, b.) 

Verse 14.—Will a God of love display anger? Who 
were the spoilers? Why is it said that God ‘sold ’’ them ? 
(Thomas, f; Mackie, c; Ridgway, d, e.) 

Verse 15.—When had Derbi sworn that his hand 
would be against them? Who were the judges? (Lev. 26; 
Deut, 28). (Thomas, e, h.) 

Verse 16.—From where were the judges raised up? 
Why did God wish to save Israel when he had delivered 
them for punishment? How did the judges save them? 
(Thomas, f£; Patterson, d; Rogers, b.) 

Verse 18.—Does ‘‘it repented Jehovah”’ signify that 
God had changed. his purpose ? (Thomas, g.) 








Age of Law (Exod 19 : 8), from Sinai to the Cross. 

Age of Grace (John f : 17), from the First Coming 
of our Lord (his th, Resurrection, and Ascension) 
to his Second Coming. 

Kingdom Age (Eph, 1: 10), the seventh and con- 
preg weg to this earth, still ahead, to be ushered 
in by the Coming of the King, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is a simple matter for almost any class to memo- 
rize these Seven , *E with the Scripture reference 
introducing each. It will be worth while to drill the 
class upon them, from week to week. Test their in- 
telligent understanding of these ages by asking them 
to answer, offhand, in which of the seven ages well- 
known Bible characters lived, or events occurred,— 
such as David, Enoch, the raising of Lazarus from 
the dead, the fall of Jericho, the stoning of Stephen. 
In which age do our studies in Judges occur? In 
which age are we living to-day ? 

The Whole Old Testament. —With this simple 
background for the message of the Bible as a whole, 
jet us take a glimpse of the Old Testament as a 
whole. Professor Griffith Thomas (Section I) gives a 
threefold division of the Old Testament worth learn- 
ing. Let the’class learn which group of Old Testa- 
ment books make up each of these three divis- 
ions. A simple, clear review of Bible history from 


‘Israel’s National His’ 
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see time of a to the time of Joshua m : in 
iss Patterson’s openi: paragraphs (a 
invaluable pre-view of ‘the entire year’s lessons ail 
be found on page 795. 

Israe?s Old Testament History.—Now takin 
one of the three Old Testament divisions, that 0: 
, notice Professor Griffith 
Thomas’ (Section H) three divisions of the nine his- 
torical books: Theocracy, Lap ough a & Captivity. Let 
the class learn the beoks in e of these three 


neve the class now locate the Book of Judges in 
each of the or divisions thus learned: in which 
age, in which Old Testament division, in which 
part of Israel's history ? 

This bird’s-eye view of the material of the Bible by 
wholes will furnish an invaluable background and 
atmosphere for the permanent Bible study of the 
class. It should’ be reviewed from time to time. 

One other word before leaving this foundation 
study. Those who have had wide experience in 
Bible study testify that there is nothing that can 
take the place of reading considerable serene of the 
Bible at a time. After the class (an 


Pa s the 
teacher) has recovered from the shock of the follow- . 


ing suggestion, let it really be tried: Read the Book 


‘of Judges through at least once during each of the 


ve weeks in which we shall be studying tt. It will 
not be well to have this done in classes of younger 
children to whose attention some of this history ought 
not to be called. But classes that can properly do 
this, not only with Judges, but with the later books, 
have with their teachers a great opportunity before 
them, this year, for mastering books of the Bible as 
wholes. 

In thus reading through a book of the Bible, do 
not attempt to give painstaking attention to every 
question that occurs upon first reading, but read 
rapidly, to get a swift, general impression of the book 
as a whole.1 


The Lesson Itself 

“Why was God’s wrecking train needed at'all, after 
he had brought his loved people safely into the Land 
of Promise? They had a God who was omnipotent; 
nothing could stand before him; nothing could harm 
them as they let him lead on. 

But they did not let God lead on. They would not 
follow his leading. 

God had psy told them what to do with the in- 
habitants of Canaan after they should enter it {pve 
Exod, 23 : 31-33 read aloud in the class). But Israel 
did not drive out the Canaanites,—not all of them 
(have some of the verses evidencing this in Judges 
I; 27-36 read). Why God wanted Israel to be so 
severe in their treatment of the Canaanites is dis- 
cussed by Miss Patterson (c). Sins of commission 
and omission are noted by Professor Griffith Thomas 
in his Introduction to the Book of Judges (under 
Section IT), 

Israel, living in the Age of Law, and being tested 
as God’s chosen people, could have met the test suc- 
cessfully by accepting the power of God offered by 
his —. For God was a God of grace even durin 
the Age of Law, as David and others had blesse 
reason to know. 

While Joshua and the elders lived, their presence 
helped Israel; but if strong, consecrated leaders are 
our chief help against sin, we are sure to fail when 
they are gone. 

The generation that followed them ‘‘knew not 
Jehovah,”—and that means death eternal. For ‘this 
is life eternal, that they should know thee the only 
true God” (John 17 : 3). 

Failing to know God himself and his love, they 
soon failed to remember what God@’s love and power 
had done for them ang gould do. So the mean- 
ing of grace went cleag out of their life, and neces- 
sarily they began co: ly to fail. The Hebrew 
parents probably fail tell their children all that 
they might have told about God and his love and 
power. ‘ Pucker” reports a gt ae object lesson 
that will be remembered, in which his teacher used 
candles to point his duty (Rogers, a). 

Why should they have become idolaters? Notice 
what is said about the Baalim and the Ashtaroth 
(Ridgway, c; Mackie, a, b; Griffith Thomas, IV, c). 

And God was angry. Is it any wonder? After 
all he had done for them! But wait a moment,— 
what does his anger mean? Had he lost patience 
with them? Did he never want to see them again ? 

Whatever God's anger means, we can be sure that 
it is not the anger that we have when we feel thor- 





1 See Dr; James M. Gray’s little book, “‘ How to Master the Eng- 
lish Bible”” (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 La Sa’ 
Avenue, Chicago, 40 cents net), or the Introduction in his book 
“ Synthetic Bible Studies” (Revell, $1.50), for an inspiring invitation 
to enter upon this sort of Bible study; 
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ee 


LESSON FOR JAN. 3. (Judg. 2: 7-19) 


oughly hateful toward others. If such a thing were 
arg, it a ey more when they were 
in the bondage of deliberate sin than 


tunity to em Soe c) For a discussion 
of — “ got why fone anger, ae Patter- 
son (d), Mr. Ridgway’s paragra 
Grifsth Thomas, IV, d. . 

When God it does not mean that God lets 


His feeling for and treatment of backsliders is 
ustrated in the ‘‘Round-Table” (first four para- 


oe was shown in en ee 


After God's grace 

peti ge oe grace —. further * sprite : 

up judges who, supernatu empowe y 
himself,’ broke the power of their "sdeaxton. What 
official duty had these ‘‘ judges” to whom a whole 
book of the Bible is devoted? Their work included 
both ‘delivering and ruling.” Were not these judges 
a faint but real foreshadowing of the perfect Deliv- 


erer and Ruler who was to come, our Lord Jesus — 


Christ, and who in the eke of God has already 
broken—for those who will receive it—the power of 
our greatest enemy, Satan and sin, and who will yet 
reveal himself as the Supreme Ruler of the world ?’ 
Israel gratefully received God's deliverance through 
a judge; and then forgot it, resisted God's love and 
the infinite riches that were theirs both temporally 
and spiritually through his love, turned away from 
him and against him and persistently moved on to 
destruction again. ae 
But they could not wear out his patience. He held 
on to them while they let him go. The sad story of 
their repeated fallings away, and the glorious st 
of his undefeatable patience, is the story of the Boo 
of Judges. It is the story of the world. It is the 
story of the lives of most of us. But the story o 
repeated fallings away need not be told of the life 
of any one of us during another hour of time. ’s 
grace offers to set us and keep us forever free. It’s 
a wonderful story, that of the drunken policeman who 
t to be a freight handler, and what he did for a 
igh’ official of the Pennsylvania Railroad (Ridg- 
way, a). : 


The Lesson’s Heart Meaning 


It’s the battle between God’s love and man’s resist- 
ance: and God's love is going to wear out man's 
resistance. But—and the tragedy of this is unspeak- 


able—even God’s unending love will not, caxno? out- © 


last and overcome the resistance of all men. Some 
will resist him to the énd,—beyond, forever. : 

So of God’s love for the still distinct people of 
Israel, and Israel's resistance of God’s love. Goa's 
love will win. For Israel nationally it did not win 
in Old Testament times; they failed him and their 
national life broke into pieces. His love did not win 
them, in New Testament times: he sent them his only 
Son, their King, and Poe J rejected him with scorn 
and murder. Nor has God’s love yet won the Jews. 
‘But it will, Like Saul on the way to Damascus, the 
Jews will one day see the love of God in the returned 
and glorious presence of their rejected Messiah Christ 
Jesus, and in broken-hearted gladness they will yield 
to that Person and that Love. 

Because the God who loved Israel all through the 
history of the Judges still loves them in undisturbed, 
undefeated patience, he is still saying, ‘I will heal 
their backslidings, I will love them freely.” The 
Golden Text is the Truth that is Golden both for 
Israel and for the Church. 


Teaching Points 


After our failure, God succeeds, 

Joshua brought the people into the Promised Land, and 
then it was theirs completely ¢f they would take tt com- 
- . But they did not, and misery and suffering fol- 

oan Jesus, of whom Joshua is a type, through his 
death and resurrection has brought his people into the 
Promised Land. ‘‘ Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 


-places”’ is ours now—if we will take it. Are you “ pos- 


sessing your possessions ’’ in Christ? 

The Christian life can be a miserable life when it does 
not take all that belongs to it. 

God hates with an undying anger the sin whereby his 
own children destroy themselves. If *s anger is bent 
on our salvation, how glad we should be that he can grow 


Backsliding is sinning against the grace that we have 
already received, Itis a terrible thing. But God’s grace 
is greater than the awfulness of backsliding. : 

The sin-that sin breeds gets worse and worse. Deliv- 
ered and apostate Israel ‘‘ dealt more corruptly than their 
fathers,’’ 

The Israelites committed the sinful folly of putting the 
Canaanites to work for them, when they ought to have 
driven them out (Judg. 1: 28, 30, 33, 35). Then their 
servants became mightier than they: the Canaanites were 
the taskmasters, and Israel the servants. When we com- 
promise with evil we preer o: orod think we will put it to 
work for us, and thus really be more useful than we could 
be if we were more strict. There’s only one end to that: 
evil becomes:our master. 

When the hand of Jehovah is against us for- evil, it 
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means that he is simply letting the consequences of our 
own choice prevail. e — lets —_ —e 
fully against one until he knows one 
After I waet had despoiled itself of God, then oth 
r Israe ° then others 
could easily despoil Israel. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Is it weakening or strengthening to their followers to 


have the of such mighty leaders as Moses and 
Jodien tel bean? 


tind plenty aT sagettene Gat's here's whem 

nty o' nce *s love and power some- 

times doubt or forget it almost completely. 7% 

What inducements could influence sensible people to 
such a sil ve pimps deaf worship ? 

Pio ould we be glad that God’s cont is against us 
Why does sin continued always mean sin increased ? 
Why does God let people sin ? 

Does God ever punish when he knows the punishment 
will accomplish nothing ? 

Show how the ed of the Book of Judges is the story 
of the whole Id since Adam’s day. 
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A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel (Judges 4: 4-29; 5: 1-22). 


God wants us to be fighters. With startling directness 
he sts this, in the third chapter of J which we 
all t to read before next Sunday. See if you can dis- 
cover where, 

Women are not ** having their day’ for the first time in 
the twentieth century. Nine hundred chariots of iron, and 
a despot of setey Layo standing, did not disconcert a 
woman, Israel’s perks gave military leader declined 
to face this heavily enemy unless that same woman 
would go with him panes. And the finish of the hos- 
tile general was at the hands of still another woman. 

at reason had Barak to expect to win this fight ? 

Was it trust or distrust of for Barak to take ten 
thousand men with him into the fight ? 

Was Jael right or wrong in her tactics in killing Sisera ? 

What do you think is meant by the words, ‘‘ The stars 
in their courses fought against Sisera’’ ? 

How many judges are named in the Book of Judges, 
what are their names, and what is the chapter and verse 
reference for the call or mention of each judge ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Mastering the 
By the Rev. Professor 





RE you ever keenly disappointed ? Was ita 
peepee and depressing experience ? 
' And yet human disappointment is as nothing 
“compared with what God's disappointment must 
have been after all that he had done for Israel. We 
see this now in the history. After a year in the New 
Testament we resume the Old Testament where we 
left off a year ago, at the death of Joshua. First of 
all we must try to gather up the threads and see the 
position of these lessons in the divine plan. 


I. The Old Testament as a Whole 

‘There are three lines of teaching in the Old Testa- 
ment which give that book its remarkable unity: 

(1) The divine religion of redemption is first given 
to the world through Israel, as recorded in the five 


. books known as the Pentateuch. 


(2) Then. this religion is applied practically in the 
national life of Israel, as seen in the historical books. 
(3) Meanwhile there was also an inward deepenin 

and development of the religion in the moral an 
spiritual life of the — as seen in the devotional 
books and the Prophets. 

The same point of view may be seen if the books 
of the Old Testament are ee as giving, first, 
the Divine Revelation (in the Pentateuch), then its 
threefold development, in the books of History, De- 
votion, and Prophecy. 

Or again, we may think of the nity, of the Old 
Testament from the standpoint of the Messiah, who 
was to be ‘‘ Prophet, Priest, and King.” The books 
of the Pentateuch lay stress on the Priest. The 

,books of History and Devotion emphasize the King. 
The Prophetic books concentrate almost wholly on 
the Prophet. 

This brief outline will enable us to see what the 
Old Testament is, and where to place the lessons for 
this year. 


-H. The Book of Judges 

The history of God’s Chosen People, or the children 
of Israel, is given in a series of nine books, counting 
the pairs of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles as one 
each. These are concerned with the development and 
establishment of the divine truths of redemption in 
national life. Three books record the period of the 
Theocracy, or the direct government of God (Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth). Three books deal with the period of 
the Monarchy (Samuel, Kings, Chronicles). Three 
complete the story by giving the account o eases 
under foreign rule after the captivity (Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, Esther). 

Judges is thus the second book of the Theocracy, 
recording the failure of Israel to be faithful to God 
in the period from Joshua to Eli. It is named from 
the leaders—Judges — because their deeds are the 
principal subjects. It is not pleasant reading, for it 
records a series of apostasies, chastenings, and de- 
liverances. These are grouped round four manifest- 
ations of Jehovah (chaps, 2, 6, 10, 13). These mani- 
festations occur in each case immediately after some 
outburst of sin. 

An outline of the entire book will help us to under- 
stand it in its completeness and in its parts : 


(1) Lntroduction: 1:1 to 3: 6. 
Retrospect and Prospect. 
(a) f: to 2:5. Why Israel’s internal enemies 


continued. Sin of omission. 
— 





Bold-face letters at the end of certain paragraphs in these 
articles identify references made to them by ‘‘ The Les- 
son Pilot’’ and ‘* Your Lesson Questions Answered."’ 





Whole Lesson 


W. H. Griffith Thomas 





(b) 2:6to3: 6. Why Israel’s external enemies 
continued. Sin of commission, (2 : 6 to 3:6 
is a summary of the whole book, ) 

(2) Zhe Main Body of the Book: 3 : 7.t0 16 : 31. Twelve 
persons as judges, reckoning Deborah and Barak as 
one, and omitting Abimelech as a usurper. Six are 
narrated in full, and six have only brief notice. 

(3) Appendix: 17:1 to 21; 25. Two stories illustrating 
the dark side of life. Then comes Ruth as a second 
appendix, with a story illustrating the bright side. 


III. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Our lesson of this weék, Judges 2: 7-19, comes 
in the second part of the Introduction, and is the 
first section of a ogee which is closely linked to 
the main body of the book, and gives a repetition of 
Israel’s history in recurring cycles, In 2: 11-18 
there are phrases which will be found at ititervals 
through the book. This whole section (2 : 6 to 3 : 6) 
seems to be intended as a sequel to Jostiua, for it 
takes up the narrative where that boo Fk ge it, 
and repeats its close. See 2: 6-10, and Joshua 24: 
28-31. Thus it is written to give an account of Israel 
in the period when Joshua and his contemporaries 
were gone, and, stretching to the Philistine oppres- 
sion, it links on tor Samuel. The former part of the 
Introduction (1: 1'to 2: 5) agrees with the first part 
of Joshua, and describes the state of the country 
after the War of Conquest and during the latter 
years of Joshua, showing how meieery Israel ful- 
filled its duty of extermination. Then, after the ac- 
count of Israel’s failure, come the stories from 2: 6 
to 16: 31, showing sin, punishment, repentance, and 
deliverance. 

The place is Canaan in general, without reference 
toany particular spot. The time probably covered 
some twenty years after Joshua’s death, and the con- 
nection is intended to show that his fears were real- 


‘ized. The chronology of the period of Judges is one 


of the most difficult and lexing in Scripture. Dr. 
Willis J. Beecher thinks that from Moses to Saul 
proba y covered the years 1498 to 1103 B.C., the 
death of Joshua occurring 1434, and the appearance 
of the angel of Jehovah at Bochim (2 ; 1) perhaps 1422. 
A recent treatment of this complex subject will be 
found in the ‘‘ Romance of Biblical Chronology,” by 
ee pages 137-153 (Marshall Brothers, London, 
75. 6d.), 


IV. The Lesson 


Verse 7 of the second chapter is a summary of the 
religious history of the people from the time of the 
appeal in 2: 1-5 to the death of those who had been 
ele ers in the life of Joshua. The service of Jehovah 
meant worship and conduct in the light of the divine 
revelation, The book of Joshua — full particulars 
of his position as the successor of Moses. The elders 
were those who occupied positions of importance in 
Israel under Joshua. Verses 7-9 are almost exactly 
identical with Joshua 24: 29-31. The age of one 
hundred awd ten years is probably intended to em- 
phasize the divine blessing in extending the age of 
this faithful man, though he was not so old as Moses 

Deut. 34:7). Caleb was about the same age. 
foshua’s burial-place was in that part of the land 
given to him by God on the division of the land 
(Josh. 19 : 50). In other places it is called Timnath- 
serah, a reversion of the order of the last five let- 
ters, which is probably the correct form. It means 
“the portion of the sun.” The site of Gaash is un- 
known. (a) 

Backsiiding is the first thought in the lesson. The 
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le of that generation forgot the Lord and what 
ap ad done (verse 10). ‘The memory soon faded, 
and it is curious that the parents did not tell the chil- 
dren what had happened. Evidently parental influ- 
ence was not exercised nearly enough, if at all, and 
the result was that the new | pegs was left with- 
out warning. This soon led to fellowship with the 
world (v. 12), for it was impossible to be content with- 
out some objects of interest and worship, The out- 
come was that they forsook Jehovah, the God of their 
fathers (vy. 12. See Josh. 24: 16,17.) The readiness 
with which this change took place seems to suggest 
that they were not spiritual Bepont for the religion 
of Jehovah. With the remembrance of God's wonder- 
ful doings lost, the influence of idolatry and the ex- 


ample of people around them would prove very 
powerful. (b) 
If only they had continued to obey the voice of 


Jehovah, they would have understood what is known 
as the ‘‘expulsive power” of true religion. 

The only way to keep a receptacle pure and fresh 
ts to keep it full. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that oy ge and 
forsaking Jehovah led to their following idols (v. 13). 

Baalim is the bp wi of Baal (v. 11), and Ashtaroth 
is the plural of Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidon- 
ians. These false gods had long been influential in 
Canaan, and each Baal, or “lord,” was associated 
with a female divinity. These were regarded as a 
supreme pair of gods, all others being subordinate. 
The worship was very degrading, being a blend of 
the licentious and the cruei. The tendency of idol- 
atry is always downward (Rom, 1: 21-25). (c) 

he Backsliding was soon followed by Ruin, The 
harvest of sin was gathered quickly and abundantly. 

The first result was weakness in the face of their 
enemies (v. 14). This was naturally followed by 
misery (v.15). And even though they were in dis- 
tress and cried to God, they lapsed yet again into 
idolatry and showed their terrible depravity in heart 
and life (vs. 17, 19). 

Special notice should be taken of the solemn phrase, 
‘the anger of Jehovah” (v. 14). This means the 
righteous indignation of perfect holiness against sin. 
There is no contradiction between this and the divine 
love seen elsewhere, since love must necessarily be 
righteous. It has been well said that the keynote of 
the Old Testament is Holiness, and that of the New 
Testament, Love, so that the Bible revelation of God 
is Holy Love. The only adjectives ever used by 
Christ in speaking of his Father were ‘‘ holy” and 
* righteous ” bree 171 11, ¥2). (d) 8 bh 

Israel could not possibly remain in the utter dis- 
grace, and defilement of idolatry.: They; had experi- 
enced too much of.the blessings of the true God to be 
content with the baseness and profanity of false wor- 
ship. This was why they cried to the Lord and 
sought his help and deliverance out of their trouble. 
It was necessary for God to let them fall into the 
hands of enemies, as the best way of teaching them 
the needed lessons (vs, 14, 15). The judges whom 
God raised up are recorded in this book. The title 
**judge” seems to include both the work of deliver- 
ing and of ruling. (e) 

The element of sorrow is seen (v. 15), and yet, 
apparently, the grief was not because of the sin 
itself, but by reason of the consequences of their 
wrong-doing. Whenever sorrow for sin is genuine it 
is invariably followed by a definite turning. from sin. 
Penitence ts only properly proved by repentence. 

Deliverance is also noteworthy, thereby showing 
the mercy and patience of God (vs, 16, 18). The 
divine purpose concerning Israel was such that God 
desired to save them, even though he had been com- 
pelled to hand them over tc punishment. (f) 

When it is said that ‘‘it repented Jehovah,” we are 
to understand that the divine attitude is expressed in 
human language. Not that there was any funda- 
mental change of es in God, but that the vary- 
ing disposition of the — necessarily brought with 
it a corresponding change of attitude an 
toward them. 

Judge after aes was raised up and brought the 
xeople out of their troubles, and as loag as each 
judge lived there was renewed devotion and bless- 
ing ; but the spiritual life was not deep and true, and 
apparently no deliverance lasted very eng Netther 
trouble nor deliverance from it is sufficient to keep 
people true. There must be a genuine conscious- 
ness of wrong-doing in the sight of God and a whole- 
hearted determination to avoid the evil in future. It 
is only too easy in prosperity to forget our solemn 
promises-made in adversity. (h) 


V. Central Truths 


The Golden Text refere to ‘‘ Backsliding” (Hos. 
14: 4), and this is the predominant theme. 

(t) What were its consequences? They may be 
described as loss of testimony (v. 12); loss of power 
(v. 14); loss of joy (v. 15). 

(2) What were its causes ? 

The first cause was an undue resting on man (v. 7). 
As long as Joshua and the elders lived all went well; 
but afterward the ple hac no independent power, 
thew were unable to stand by themselves. Their 
religion depended upon their circumstances, and they 
were under the influence of those around them: It is 


action 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


easy to be good when stronger natures are present 
and when Soummetnesas = congenial, but ger 

ings are no substitute for apron popes 
heart and life. Our faith “ste stand *' not in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 

Following this, the people neglected to maintain 
true moral and ‘spiritual contact with God (v. 10). 
While they were surrounded with the dangers of the 
wilderness they felt their need of divine grace, but 
when circumstances became easy religious i- 
gence followed. ‘They also were tolerant of evil by 
their failure to extirpate the idolatry of Canaan, 
which became a snare to them. Backsliding is in- 
evitably due to failure to keep in touch with 

(3) What is the cure? Itis verysimple. It means 
that we must re/urn to God and to t rst works. 
By whole-learted repentance, simple faith, and gen- 
uine obedience, we can let God repair the trouble, 
— the same time let him guarantee immunity in 
the future. 


VI. Suggestions for Further Study 
(1) Zhe er of surroundings. Whether for 
or evil, we are often the creatures of circum- 
stances, and our life is unduly influenced iy Ages x 
and things around. There should always suffi- 
cient power within to prevent the environment from 
unduly influencing us, 

(2) The possibilities of backsliding. Notion is 
more solemn than the frequent warnings found in 
the New Testament. There is hardly a writer who 
does not include this element in his teaching. Peter 
warns against corruption and entanglement (2 Pet. 
2:20). Paul gives similar warnings (Rom. 11 : 20; 
t Cor. 9: 27). Our Lord himself in his 
sounds the same note against wandering from God 
and becoming unfaithful (Matt. 24 : 45-51). 

(3) The need of persistent thoroughness. Another 
note of New Testament Christianity is the need of 
continuance (Heb. 3 : 6; Rev. 2:4). There must be 
no toleration of evil; we must never cease to exercise 
faithfulness to the very end. In things spiritual, 
Pg vigilance is the price of liberty and progress 
(Rev. 3: 11). 


VII. A Lesson Outline 


Look back over preceding sections IV and V, and 
see how the lesson yields to treatment. 


(1) Backsliding. 
(a) Forgetting the Lord (Psa. 103 : 2). 
(4) Fellowship with evil (Jas..4 : 4). 
. (é) Forsaking Jehovah (Ezra 8-:.22).  .. 
(a) Following idolatry (1.Cor, 10 : 14),° 
(2) Ruin. ws 
(2) Weakness (John 15 : 5). 
(4) Misery (Isa. 1 ; 5). 
(c) Depravity (2 Tim. 3 : 13). 
(3) Sorrow. 
(a) For consequences of sin (1 Sam. 15 : 24, 25). 
(6) Not for sin itself (Psa. 51 : 4). 
(4) Deliverance. 
(a) God’s mercy (Psa. 103 : 11). 
(4) God’s longsuffering (2 Pet. 3 : 9). 


VIII, Useful Books 

On page 804 will be found a list of valuable books 
bearing on the lessons of the entire year. Inconnec- 
tion with Judges these books may be mentioned : 
‘*Tsrael’s Iron Age,” by Dods (Doran, $1.25) ; BF i oa 
and Ruth,” in the Sicpouitor’s Bible, by Watson 
(Doran, 50. cents); ‘‘The Pulpit Commentary” on 
Judges (Funk and Wagnalls, $2) ; ‘*The Book of 
Judges,” by Douglas (T. and T. Clark's Handbooks 
for Bible Classes, Scribners, 45 cents); ‘* Judges to 
Samuel,” (Vol. IV of ‘Christ in the Bible,” by A. B. 
Simpson, Christian and Missionary Alliance, $1). 

Wyvcuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** William.”— Zhe people served Jehovah ali the 
days of Joshua (v. 7). = Wilkie says, ‘‘A fellow 
can't help bein’ decent when he works fer Uncle Billy 
Watson.”” The wonderful power of a good leader. 
The awful responsibility of leadership. A strong 
man anywhere, high or low, wields a tremendous in- 
fluence. And in unexpected places. Dr. Erdman 
tells me this: ‘‘I was asked to go see a high official 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad who was dying, ‘Are 

ou a Christian?’ I asked. ‘Yes, sir,’ was the smil- 
ing reply. ‘I am glad to know it, because I got it 
into my head you were not a professing Christian.’ 
‘I was not until three days ago, but now I am happy 
and rejoicing in my Saviour. When the doctors tol 
me I had bettér get my affairs in shape I realized I 
had neglected the most important thing in life, and 
so I sent for William, and William led me to the 
Saviour.’” Who is William? William is a freight 
handler in the West Philadelphia yard: He was 
formerly a. drunken policeman, Discharged from the 
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force, he fell to the depths. Was converted in-a ten- 
derloin mission. Got a job on freight, the 
hardest — on pn here he lived a sweet 
Christian among rough companions. The 
ne aa that life came up to one of the heads of 
he great road in his office in Broad Street Station. 


When the t in th ace lay dy he 
sent for che teaied bas in pang oF cperbar (1 toe It 
27; Matt. m1 : 25). (a) ~ 


The Blooded Stock.—Another generation. ,. that 
pic cans gene te Lek cate not ations 
t ua an n 
Why meer? need waste effort to tell. Look 
around you. Fathers neglected to train the children 
and keep them clear and clean from the heathenism 
around them (Deut. 4:9; Psa. 78:5; Eph. 6: 4). 
abounded then as now. Parents 
grew careless then as now. There was the inching 
away from high ideals and the love of God, then as 
now. The same failure, disaster, ruin, misery, then 
as now. Folks are just the same as they ever were. 
What wasin Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, 
David and Michal, Joseph and Mary, Mrs. Zebedee 
po oe a pad a sp Boer ge of m. Only a ng 
ag ty, w bot Godly parents can have 
n godly and ha and prone if 
they want to, Take as muc awe with the blooded 
stock in the house as with the blooded stock out in 
the barn. What do you do for the pedigreed horses, 
cows, sheep, pigs, dogs, fowls, and automobiles ? (b) 


The Baalim.—7%e children of Israel... served 
the Baalim (v. 11). When men turn from God they 
are pretty sure to turn to Baal. I cannot even hint 
at what Baal worship was, or Anthony Comstock 
pos have to get after his biographer for printing it 
and Uncle Sam would see you did not get your Times 
through the mails. Baal worship is holding forth in 
our cities, and'there are those who would segregate 
it and legalize it. When you find a man who is 
against , & little investigation is pretty sure to 
show why (Hos. 9: 12; Rom. 1; 28), When a man 
is urged to come into right relation to God and re- 
fuses, and will not say why, in most cases the reason 
isa Baalim one. When father and mother who are 
nominally Christian upset the family aliar, put the 
Sunday-school out of business (so far as their chil- 
dren are concerned), and let these boys and girls run 
the streets, play the fields, do the dances, shuffle the 
cards, just remember that the graduation is likely to 
be into the service of the Baalim. Your local histo 
will prove the statement. Elijah on Mt, Carmel di 
not rid the world of the Baalim. Most of us have 
them to fight every day. (c) 


The Down Grade.—Zhe anger of Jehovah was 
kindled against Israel (v. 14). God against your 
children, or God for and with your children, hich 
will you have? Men w weak as they grow god- 
less, The Baalim shout ‘‘ Baa!” at any people. No 
mocker like sin. It is an awful thing to turn away 
from God and be under his anger (Isa. 10: 17, 18; 
Mal. 3: 5, 18). As I write a high police official of 
New York City and four boys, ‘‘gun-men,” have 
been sentenced to death for murder. Ex-Controller 
Coler and other thoughtful officials of that great 
city are saying in print that the awful, degraded 
condition of a certain class of New York's young men 
is because the enemies of Christ have succeeded in 
driving religion from the public schools. Without 
God in come the Baalim. (d 


The Bad One.— Zhe hand of Jehovah was against 
them for evil (v. 15). The hand of my father was 
against me for evil too. His hand had something in 
it. -I cari feel it even now. I had disobeyed him re- 
sarap’ I had ‘*‘ bagged it” from school and had 

een ‘‘ketchin’ on” cars. Because my father loved 
me so was the reason his hand was against me for 
evil. Oh, yes, professor, to be sure I don’t know 
Hebrew or the int, and my exegesis is 
‘*something wonder ul,” but I do know God. And 
when God’s hand is against any of his dear children 
because of their evil, it is always, yes aLways, a h@nd 
of love. God wants to save our souls from death, as 
my father wanted to save my body from death. 
These Jews had only to come hack into God’s open 
arms, and blessings and prosperity are poured out 
upon them. The Hebrew proof of it is in this very 
book of Judges, and the Coatesville proof of it is 
written all up and down Main Street and across the 
avenues, ever forget as long as you live that God 
as well as your mother still loves you while you are 
- He gave his Son to save sinners, not saints 
(Rom.-5 : 8; Ezek, 33: 11). (e) 
CoaTEsvit_e, Pa. 





A good many questions will come up in class dur- 
ing 1915, about these Old Testament lessons, that 
‘it isn’t easy to answer, and that even the Times’ 
lesson-writers cannot discuss fully in their limited 
space. So the editors are planning for some won- 
derfully helpful ‘** side-lights'’ on the -lessons; 
and a glimpse of these is given on page 800. 


























LESSON FOR JAN. 3 (Judg. 2: 7-19) 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

t. One dollar is offered for ev anecdotal 

illustration used, and two dollars the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 

three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 

ng —— of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
will be sent a two-cent stamp. 


On.—/ will heal their backsliding, Iwill 


Holding 
. love them freely (Golden Text). A Salvation Army 
officer was 


asked to explain the great success of the 
Salvation Army with drunkards. The officer said he 
believed it was because ‘‘ once they got hold of a man 
they never let him go.” Ah, what a t thing that 
is, ‘*‘ Never let him go.” Some churches are good at 
tting, but poor at ing sinners in the fold.— 
rom The Expositor. Sent by Mrs. R. W. Lowe, 
Delevan, N. ¥. 


The Wounded.—/ will heal their backsliding, I 
will love them freely (Golden Text). ‘1 remember 
when a hospital in Philadelphia was opened, during 
the war, a telegram came saying, ‘ There will be three 
hundred wounded men to-night, be ready to look after 
them,’ and from my church went thirty men and 
women to look after the wounded. No one asked 
from whence they came ; there was a wounded man, 
and the only question was, how to treat him most 
gently. And when a soul comes to God, he does not 
ask where he came from. Healing is there for all his 
wounds, pardon for all his guilt."—From Dr. T. 
DeWitt Talmage. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 


Our Work.—/ will heal their backsliding, 
I will love them freely (Golden Text). For some 
weeks a small boy had worked diligently to make good 
copy in his writing-book. Then, in a fit of wilful 
temper, he took his pen and deliberately scrawled 
hideous black lines over several clean pages. 
Ashamed of what he had done, he finished the re- 
maining pages of the book with care, Exhibition 
day came. His writing-book was placed for inspec- 
tion, The boy’s father attended the exhibition, and 
paused at the table with the writing-books on it. He 
came to his son’s book, and slowly turned the pages. 
The boy could see his father’s face, and he trembled 
to think of the shame the father would feel when he 
came to the spoiled pages. Slowly the pages were 
turned until the next turn would open to the scrawled 
pages. The fatherturned the page. Lo! the spoiled 
pages. were gone, The teacher had removed them, 
re left only the painstaking work. Even so our 
Saviour Teacher forgives and removes our sins.— 
Sent by N. B. West, Hartford, Conn. 


How God Loves.—/ will heal their backsliding, I 
will love them freely (Golden Text), Gypsy Smith 
tells a story of the way in which he once quieted a 
riotous meeting. The socialists and agnostics of the 
town would not give him a hearing, but shouted for 
a considerable time at the top of their voices, When 
the din subsided for a moment, the preacher picked 
out an old man sitting in the front seat who seemed 
to be the ringleader. ‘‘ Have youany children?” the 
missioner asked, ‘Yes, guv'ner, I have.” ‘How 
many?” ‘*Three.” ‘*How many boys?” ‘Two 
andagirl.” ‘*Whatistheoldest?” ‘“‘Aboy.” ‘Is 
he a good lad?” ‘No, guv'’ner, I can’t say that he 
is ; he gives me lots of trouble. I think sometimes 
that he will break my heart.” ‘‘Do you love him?” 
**Aye, that Ido. I sometimes think that I love him 
most of all.” ‘* Well,” said the missioner, ‘don’t be 
surprised if God loves us in this world more than any 
other beings in the universe, just because we have 
given him so much trouble."—From The Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
Jord, Conn. The prize for this week ts awarded to 
this illustration. 


Ready to Serve.—And the people served (v. 7). 
Some of the daily papers contained the following par- 
agraph early last September: ‘‘ A pathetic offer by 
Sir William Ramsay, the distinguished scientist, has 
just appeared in the London Times. It reads: ‘ Al- 
though I am too old to be of use in the firing line, I 
am ready to take up any chemical work whatever. 
That will release a younger man for enlisting. I don't 
care what I do—mix prescriptions behind a counter, 
or wash bottles, if you like.’”"—From the Rochester 
Times. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N.Y. 


Wrong on the Inside.— 7hey turned aside quickly 
out of the way (v.17) There is a story of a colored 
man who came toa watchmaker and gave him the 
hands of a clock saying, ‘‘I wand yer to fix up dese 
han’s, Dey jes’ doan’ keep no mo’ kerrec’ time for 
mo’ dén six monfs,” ‘* Whereis the clock ?” answered 
the watchmaker. ‘‘ Out at de house on Injun Creek.” 
‘* But I must havetheclock.” ‘ Didn't I teil yer dar’s 
nuffin’ de matter wid de clock ’ceptin’ de han’s ? And 
I done brought ’em to you. You jes’ want the clock 
so you can tinker with it and charge me a big price. 
Gimme back dem han’s,” And so saying, he went 
off to find some reasonable watchmaker. Foolish as 
he was, his caution is very like that of those who try 
to regulate their life without being made right on the 
inside. And their reason for not putting themselves 
into the hands of the Lord is very similar to the rea- 


-THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


son the colored.man gave. They are afraid the price 


will be too t.—From G. F. 
the Aantean, Messenger. 
Winslow, Saco, Me. 


. Hallock, DD., in 
Sent by Burton H. 


% 
Oriental Lesson Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


HERE arose another generation after them, that 
knew not Jehovah (vy. 10). By the conquest of 
the land and the settlement of each man in his 

a ted inheritance the Israelites no longer needed 

God of deliverance, and hog, O18. ‘not take rg.o 
once the new relationship to by service. e 
estran t that followed was not the sudden deci- 
sion of one generation, but by gradual steps of silent 
consent, perplexed toleration, and transferred prefer- 
ence they found their relationship to God remote and 
artificial, while that tothe gods of the country affected 
their daily life and social relationships at every point. 
In the market traffic they constantly heard the ~< 
poet, By ih life of Baal, by the honor of Ash- 

” (a 

And served Baal and the Ashiaroth(v. 13). The 
mountain-tops of Syria and Palestine still bear wit- 
ness to such worship of sun and moon. In the foun- 
dations and pillar ornamentation of monasteries on 
the same conspicuous sites, are often seen remains of 
the old oe dedicated to nature-worship and its 
orgies, (b 

nto the hands of spoilers (v. 14). 

quick to discover and seize an opportunity of brigand- 
age or retaliation. Nor sooner did the great powers 
of Europe become involved in war than Turkey came 
forward to declare the capitulations abolished. ‘The 
chief theme of ,the old Arabic poetry was the glory 
of the ghuzu, or plundering raid. The Israelites 
would either be robbed by those around them who 
found they could do so with impunity, or they had to 
pay money to those who would have attacked them 
and thus appoint them as their protectors against 
the assaults of other enemies. (c) 

Lt repented Jehovah because of their groaning 
(v. 18). It was one of the triumphs of the letter over 
the spirit in religion, that Rabbinism chose Psalm 
78 : 38 as the verse to be recited when the punishment 
of forty stripes save one was inflicted. The verse 
was expressive of God’s forgiving mercy, but it con- 
tained in Hebrew exactly thirteen words, and mz 
repeating it: three times, a word for a stroke, all 
danger of ‘transgressing the law, by defect or excess, 
was avoided. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


Orientals are 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HROUGH all Israel’s disgraceful lapses into the 
vulgar paganism of Canaanite neighbors the 
Lord's | ee held fast. God meant, as he 

had promised, to use the Jewish people for a great 
urpose, to make them ‘‘a kingdom of priests” for 
the help of their fellow-men. As we begin this year’s 
study, Tet us recall the story of the people’s vow of 
self-consecration, made in Joshua’s time. 
The number 1 on our map marks a spot on the 
’ 





Térusalen 


MAP PATENT 








slope of Ebal, from which we may have a long out- 
look southward, seeing the land included between 
the spreading V lines. The level ground nearest to 
us is used for olive orchards and cultivated fields. 
Close by one orchard we see the gray stone houses of 
a little village, with a bighwey passing by and a 
walled garden farther to the left. The highway 
leads on ahead southward until we lose sight of it 
among the hills. 

Shechem is down at our right, westward from the 
Slope of Ebal where we stand. It was somewhere 
near this very ground that the narrative in Joshua 
(24 : 1-25) locates the people’s solemn oath of allegi- 
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ance to Jehovah. Tradition says that the oak tree 
and the memorial stone (Josh. 24 : 26-28) used to stand 
where we now see that little village. That walled 
garden is the enclosure around ws well, This 
ground before us is full of of national ex- 
siemrys a ought ° have ry Israel on the 
st path (Gen. 12 : 6,7; 33 : 18-20; 4: 5,6 
The s that gives this outlook is entitled, 
Pe bal south over Jacob’s well and past 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons of the year, ‘The use of the stereo- 
graphs will be found a most practical help toward making the 

esson-places real, Forty-five places will be visited during 
1915. ‘The forty-five cost $7.50, and, if all are 
ordered at one t a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be 
given free. Twelve places will be described with the lessons of 
the first quarter ; the twelve st cost $2,00, The four 
for January alone cost 67 cents. Less than four in one order 
are 20 cents each, nvoteang. a 85 cents each. Lantern 
slides of the same scenes can be supplied. Plain slides, 

cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders 
or twenty-five or more prices are: plain slides, 40 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or express will 
be prepaid on all orders for stere phs or stereoscopes. 
Address The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


< 
From the Platform 


° By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we come 
to thee with thankful hearts for thy many mercies during 
the past year, We can not live again the days which are 
gone, so we come to thee, our Father, with the very earn- 
est prayer that in thy ness thou will help‘us to live 
better during the days of this new year than we have lived 
during the year which is gone. Be with the boys and the 
girls who are entering upon a new year of school life; 
bless the teachers, and grant them a vision of thyself as 
they influence the lives of the boys and the girls whom 
they teach, For the sake of Jesus, Amen. 


ID you ever see a baby twenty years of age? 

Do you know of anything in the whole world 

which brings such joy and gladness into the 

home as a fine, healthy, normal baby? But nobody 

wants the baby to remain a baby. He should get 

grown some time, That twenty-year-old baby is a 
source of deep-seated grief to the parents. 

There are some servants of who never get 
grown except in the number of years they have been 
enrolled among the eg of God. They are twenty- 

ear-old babies. ese Israelites did very well as 
ong as some one would lead them and show them 
the way, but they could not run under their own 
steam. There are lots of jelly-fish Christians in the 
world. They do not have any backbone. If they are 
left to themselves, they will roll around, a prey to 
anything which comes along. (a 

here are some Christians who need a guardian. 

When they became church-members, they. joined the 
preacher. So long as he nurses them they thrive 
well. If the fires of evangelism burn brightly in 
their neighborhood they may be counted in. Durin 
the special evangelistic meetings they may be found 
on the front seat; if shouting is in order they will 
lead the shouting. But when the evangelist is gone 
and the strain of everyday religion is on they are 
missing. What these Israelites needed is just what 
a good many other people need,—a first-class case of 
personal religion. A hard time awaits the man who 
is on the way to heaven hanging on to the coat-tail 
of somebody. 

There are in certain sections of the country grooves 
in the face of the earth which ge by the names of 
creek, river, and such names. uring a large part 
of the year the beds of these ‘‘ rivers” are as dry as 
the middle of the Sahara Desert. When the rainy 
season sets in they overflow their banks. ‘There are 
other streams formed by springs. flowing out of the 
forest-covered mountains. These streams never run 
dry. The servant of God should so have the life of 
Christ in him that he shall be a fountain of living 
water flowing on forever. 
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% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical Psalm 
ook ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 


** Depth of mercy! can there be.’ Psalm 145 : 8-21 


**God calling yet! shall I not (311 : 1-3). 
hear?” Psalm 36: 5-12 

‘** Just as I am, without one plea." (75 : 1-4). 

‘**O Jesus, thou art standing.” Psalm 89 : 1-9 

**O love that wilt not let me go.” (178 : 1-4). 

** Return, O wanderer, return."’ Psalm 100 : 1-5 

‘* Sinners, turn { why will ye die ?"’ (199 : 1-3). 


** There's a wideness in God's Psalm 106 : 1-10 
mercy."’ (216 : 1-4). 











| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The Uniform Lessons for 1915 

deal with judges, kings, and prophets. 

Many of the stories are intensely inter- 

esting. In every lesson the teacher’s aim 

should be to present such truth as best meets 

the need of Primary children, six, seven, and 

eight years of age. These outlines are not 
for Beginners—little children under six. 





Transition from Last Year's Lessons.— 
Last Friday we began a New Year. Can 
ou tell me the number of this new year? 

hat was the number of the O/d Year? 
‘These numbers mean that so many years 
have passed since Jesus came as a little child 
to live on earth, Every Sunday of the old 
year we talked about the Lord Jesus, as he 
went about doing good. All of those stories 
are in this part of my Bible, which is called 
the Mew Testament, It tells about Jesus 
and his followers, (Show it.) It is not 
half of my Bible.’ The other part is called 
the O/d Testament because it tells of God’s 

eople who lived long before Jesus was born. 
There are many wonderful stories in the Old 
Testament that children love. We want 
you to learn these stories, so that you can 
tell them to others, and remember them as 
long as you live, 

Lesson Teaching.—God wants his children 
to take care of his good gifts. 

Introduction.—Did you receive any nice 
new presents for Christmas? Are you taking 
good care of them? When our parents or 
friends pay money, or do a lot of work to 
give dolls, wagons, games, books, toys, etc., 
to’ children, they hope thre children will take 
care of them. 

Lesson Story.—Long, long ago God made 
a wonderful gift to his chosen people, the 
children of Israel, It. was a. beautiful land, 
where fruits and grains, grew, God had 

romised it to them for.a long time, He sent 
loses to. be their leader, to bring them from 
Egypt, where, they had been slaves. Itwa’s 
a long journey, over the sandy desert to the 
big river Jordan, near the promised land. 
On the way God gave some rules to help 
the people to live right; The first rule was, 
‘* Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”’ 
(Use this as to-day’s memory verse.) 

God promised to take care of them and 
help them if they obeyed his rules. Moses 
helped them to remember. When Moses 
died the new leader was Joshua, who led 
them safely across the Jordan River into the 
promised land. ‘They were happy to be 
there. eogsaey helped them to remember 
God’s rules. 

Some other people were living in that 
land, but God said they could not stay, be- 
cause they worshiped idols, which they made 
of wood, stone, gold, or silver. This is what 
their idols were like, (Read Psa, 115 : 4-8, 
letting the children respond, Teacher: 
“They have eyes’’—Children; ‘* but they 
see not,’’ etc.) 

God wanted his children of Israel to take 
care of his gift of the promised land, and to 
be happy in it. He told them that if they 
let those wicked people stay, who worshiped 
idols, they would trouble them like thorns in 
their sides. God’s messenger told them to 
destroy the idols. 

Every tribe or family was to have its piece 
of land, and all were to help to drive out the 
wicked peeple and destroy the idols. In 
some places they let those people stay, but 
they made them do their hard work. 

While Joshua lived he helped the children 
of Israel to remember God’s rules. After 
Joshua died, the old men helped them to 
remember, When they died, the people be- 
came careless and forgot. ‘They watched 
those other people, who worshiped idols, 
and sometimes they helped them, .God was 
sorry, and had to punish them. He allowed 
other kings to come and fight against them. 
They carried away some of their goods and 
sold some of the people to be slaves. 

They were in great trouble and wanted 
God to help them, for the idols couldn’t help 
them at all. God raised up a good man to 
be their judge, and he helped them to re- 
member God’s rules, as Moses and Joshua 
had done. They did better as long as the 
judge lived, but when he died, they wor- 
shiped idols again, and were worse than 
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Those Unusual Questions 





That come up in the Sunday-school Lessons 
cannot be answered except in an unusual way. 
So The Sunday School Times will furnish in 
1915 the following rich series of “ side-light” 


articles, by specialists, explaining things that 
many classes want to know and that puzzle 


even experienced teachers 


Why Such Low Moral Standards in Old Testament Life? 


Is there a sharp contrast between Old and New Testament 
standards? How can the earlier brutality and lust be explained ? 


The Mysteries of the Ark of God 


A careless touch, and a man died. The ark's in battle 
was no assurance of victory to Israel. What did it all mean? 


Were the Canaanites a Civilized People? 


The findings of archeology will be ht together 
in popular, usable form to answer this question. 


What the Rest of the World Was Doing 


While Israel was becoming a nation what was ha ing in other nations ? 
A glimpse of so-called ‘‘profane history"’ will answer the question, 


The Land that Unlocks the World’s History 


For Israel, all centered in its God-covenanted Land. Is that ople 
still to possess this tiny key beween the East and the est? 


Did Christ Appear to Men in Old Testament Days? 


Who was ‘‘the angel of the Lord’'? ‘‘ No man hath seen God ‘ 
at any time."’ ‘Not + any man hath seen the Father."’ ; 


How Men Fought in Those Old Days 


In what numbers did armies face each 
other? What do.we know of their ' 
ethods, weapons, -and strategy? 


The Holy Spirit’s Work in Old Testament Lives 


Did He regenerate lives then? Did He enter believers in Pente- 
costal fulness ? How did Christ's finished work make a difference? 


Does It Pay to Have “Strict ’’ Habits of Life ? 


Samson— while he succeeded—was a Nazirite. Some men believe it pays to 
keep clear of tobacco, liquor, etc., to-day. A ‘*man’s man’ will give his views, 


When Jerusalem Was in Its Glory 


Would you like to see the Holy City as Selomon saw it? 
It will be restored to our view by a vivid word-picture. 


Daniel’s Place among Earth’s Greatest Lives 


His is one of the most amasing life-stories since creation. Slave, courtier, 
premier, seer into the future: we must know him to know the Word. 


If You Had Lived in Nineveh 


What did Jonah see when he faced Assyria's capital? The life in 
that dazzling metropolis wil be reconstructed in a graphic article. 


What the Pick and Spade Have Shown Us 


The Old Testament lessons are richer because of what arche- 
ology has done. Professor Melvin Grove Kyle will show why. 


How Can the Attacks of Criticism be Answered? 


These Old Testament lessons have been attacked without mercy 
by Destructive Criticism. The attack will be vigorously met. 


What Have Earthly Kings Meant to God’s People ? . 


Israel rushed too fast into a kingdom. But true kings fore- 
shadow Christ. We need tothink clearly about kings. 


The Present War’s Possible Meaning to the Jews 


The Jews’ story.isn’t told yet. God's promises to them, made in Old 
Testament times, have not yet been fulfilled. Can you answer 
frem Scripture, what bearing to-day’s war may have on it all } 


These are only some of The Sunday School 
Times features of 1915 which, outside of the 
tegular Lesson Department, should make 
the coming year notably rich.in Bible study 
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. They God’s command, “ Thou 
sal have bye os aude toler me.’’ 
: 


** Father, lead thy little children 
Novy oot to thy throne, . 
We have no gods before thee, 
‘Thou art God, and thou alone."’ 
(Primary a JuniorHymnal, 35 cents, Heidelberg 


After the Story.—Speak of God’s gift 
to each child of the body in which must 
live. He wants each child to take care of 
his body, which is new and strong. It is 
the only body which we may have as long 
as we live. If we take care of it, the body 
will grow stronger. If we do it harm, it will 
grow weaker. 


** My body is God's, pose 9 it 
All pure, and he made it for use, 
He wants me to it and save it 
From all kinds of harm and abuse."’ 
‘* Whatever harms my body 
I will not use at all,"* ete. 
Tell how at New Year’s time people make 
promises to do good things. 
Hand-work.—Let those who can write 
copy one of the above mottoes, or, ‘I will 
take care of God’s gifts to me.”’ 
CHICAGO. 
~ 


My Class of Girls 
a 


N PREPARATION for our next quarter’s 
lessons, we formed a travel study class 
and visited the Land of Shinar, Canaan, 

Egypt, the Wilderness and returned again to 
Canaan (see home-work at the end of the re- 
view lesson published last week). (a) 

We made a brief outline of previous history 

in order to understand our lessons.in Judges. 

We-looked first at that portion of country 

between the Tigris and the Euphrates (the 
Land of Shinar) and renewed our acquain- 
tance with Adam, noting where he lived; 
that he had brought sin into the world ; and 
the names of three of his children, Cain, Abel, 
and: Seth. When sin came God in his love 
and pity gave, the promise of salvation. from 
sin. (Gen, 3: 15), After Abel’s death, Seth 
and his descendants called on the name of the 
Lord and were godly le. One especially 
walked with God. o was he? (Gen. 5 : 


24). 
Cain’s descendants seem to have been an 
ungodly e, and no mention is made of 


their calling upon the name of the Lord. 

After centuries of time, these godly and un- 
godly races intermarried (Gen. 6: 1-8), and the 
people began to grow more and more wicked 
until wickedness was universal, and God, in 
order to preserve the human race, brought 
on the great punishment of the flood. - What 
man and his family were saved, and why? 
(Gen. 7 : 1.) 

After the flood the people grew in numbers, 
and out of the pride of their hearts began to 
build the tower of Babel. They wanted to 
make their ‘*name great.’? Heretofore ev- 
erybody had spoken the same language, but 
now God confused their tongues, and we see 
the descendants of Noah’s sons as founders 
of the first nations of the world, 

Let us review the four most important men 
in the Land of Shinar; Adam, Seth, Enoch, 
Noah. 

We started next from Ur of the Chaldean 
nation and traveled with Abraham into Ca- 
naan, and remembered that God had said he 
would give him this land and make him a 
blessing to the whole world. We dwelt 
briefly on Isaac and Jacob as heirs to this 
same promise, then Alice told the story of 
Joseph (Gen, 37). Bertha spoke of the life 
of the Israelites in Egypt, of their growing 
from a family to a nation of about two millions, 
and of their deliverance by Moses. We 
crossed the Red Sea (Exod. 14), went into 
the Wilderness and talked of the Law (Exod. 
20) and the Tabernacle (Exod. 40) which 
God had given them, and of their unfaithful- 
ness which caused them to wander for forty 
years. With Joshua we crossed the Jordan 
(Josh. 3) and spoke of the promise God had 
given him of conquering the land. 

We stopped then to review the names of 
the ten great men around whom the previous 
history gathered; Adam, Seth, Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, 
Joshua. (b) 


Bold -face letters at the end of certain para- 

graphs in these articles identify references 

made to them by ‘‘ The Lesson Pilot'' and 
“ Your Lesson Questions Answered." 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 3 (Judg. 2 : 7-19) 


Delicate 

















If are frail, languid, 
Pe Fo nervous, take 
Scott’s Emulsion after meals 
for one month. No Alcohol. 











1. God's Love Shown in His Commands.— 
As we looked at our charts we saw that the 
people had not conquered the land, because 
the heathen nations were living among the 
Israelites. Indeed, the heathen seemed to 
have the best places, those in the valleys and 

lains. We drew from the first part of our 
a the reason for this (Judges 2: 1-5). 
Why is it, when you girls bake a cake, that 
you carefully examine each egg before drop- 
ping it into your cake-bowl with the rest of 
the eggs? Why do grocers look over their 
barrels of apples and throw some of them out? 
How did God show his love to the Israelites 
by driving out the heathen nations? Make 
clear to the girls that God did not bring this 
punishnient upon the heathen nations until it 
was useless to deal with them longer (Gen. 
1§ : 16). Contrast the effect of Joshua’s life 
upon his generation. Discu-s the effect of 
bad companions, (c) 

2. God’s Love Shown in His Punishments, 


-' What did the people do to provoke God’s 


anger? -° Bring out-that they not only forsook 
God but worshiped Baal and’ ‘served him. 
What is it God hates?. Show that God has a 
hot anger against sin; and that he allowed 
the outcome of their sin to come upon them. 
They were oftentimes despoiled of their goods 
and made slaves by these heathen nations, 
As they had deliberately sinned, God had al- 
lowed them to taste the bitterness of punish- 
ment to make them see the effect of sin. How 
did this show love on God’s part? (d) 

3. Goa’s Love Shown in His Forgiveness,— 
When the punishment became very great, 
then the people’s minds returned to God 
who loved them, brought them out of Egypt, 
gave them this good land, and against whom 
they had so grievously sinned. How was 
God’s love and kindness shown them when 
they cried-to him for help? What was the 
man called whom God raised to be their de- 
liverer? What story in the New Testament 
of a loving father and a wayward son shows 
God’s forgiveness to those who ask him? If 
you have a loving father who prizes your 
companionship, is interested in everything 
you do, is concerned that you should be the 
very best girl possible, and who always for- 
gives and encourages you, then you know a 
little of what God’s love is for you. God is 
not only the great Creator and King, he is 
our Father. Let us give to him the obedi- 
ence and love of daughters, 


Next Week’s Lesson 

Home-Work for the Girls 

Read Judges 4 and 5. 

What two women are mentioned in the 
lesson. 

What good qualities had Deborah? 

What tribes are called into battle ? 

What large heathen nation lived near 
Ephraim? 

Where is Mt. Tabor? 

Who is the general of the Israelites? 

Why did Israel win the victory? 


Moopy CHURCH, CHICAGO. 
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Definite suggestions as to the best books for 
young girls are given by Margaret E. Sang- 
ster’s **What Shall a Young Girl Read ?’’ 
The book should prove a great help to parents 
as well as to the girls themselves, The 
book may be had for 50 cents, postpaid, from 
The Sunday School Times Co, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers 


HEN we got to teacher’s house Friday 
night and looked at our home rn | 
slips, sure enough we had to go bac 

to the Old Testament. Bumps hunted up 
the last part of Joshua for his answer. The 
rest of us got ours out of the second chapter 


of P meng 

‘hat night being January 1, we had an 
extra good time after the studying was over, 
We had some games and ate up every crumb 
of a big New Year’s cake that Mrs, Mason 
had made for us. Teacher talked about New 
Vear’s resolutions, and we each wrote one 
down on a slip of paper to take home and 
put in our Bibles, 

Sunday morning we began with a review 
of Israel’s history, Teacher asked questions 
just as fast as he could, and we had to an- 
swer them; about Abraham moving to 
Canaan to start a new nation, Joseph sold 
and finally bringing the whole family into 
Egypt, Moses leading them out of bondage, 

oshua marching into Canaan and capturing 
it: and so on, 

Then Bumps told about the vow the people 
had made before Joshua died. He read a 
little of it where Joshua said: ‘* Choose ye 
this day whom ye will serve,’’ and the people 


answered, *¢ The Lord our God will we serve, | 


and his voice will we obey.’’ 

Teacher showed us a stereograph of the 
valleyl where they stood to make these 
promises. It is right between two moun- 
tains like an amphitheater, and would be a 
fine am for a big meeting. 

** How long did the people keep true to 
God?’’ teacher asked, and Bert explained 
that the nation did all right until those who 
had known Joshua were dead, then their 
children didn’t seem to care about God, 

‘What led the people away?” teacher 
asked me. 

I told him what the first chapter of 
Judges says about the Israelites not driving 
out all the heathen, but just settling down to 
live with them, and how I thought that was 
the way they came to be led off into idolatry, 

Teacher said we usually become like the 
ae we are with, or else we make them 

come like us. He asked what we thought 
about so many foreigners coming to the 
United States every year, lots of them that 
don’t believe in God, or the sabbath, or tem- 
perance, or anything. 

*sSend ’em back where they belong,”’ 
growled Bulldog. ‘*They’ll ditch us sure if 
we don’t,’’ 

‘* Ves,’’ agreed teacher, ‘‘ they are a great 
danger. But isn’t there a better way to 
avoid their influence ?’’ 

‘* We might convert them,’’ spoke up Fred, 

**Sure,’’ nodded teacher. ‘‘It’s a fine 
chance to obey part of the Great Commis- 





sion.’’ So he put on the board : 

GO YE 
INTO ALL THE WORLD 

RECEIVE YE 
FROM ALL THE WORLD 

AND 

PREACH THE GOSPEL 

TO EVERY CREATURE 











‘* But there was another reason why Israel 
backslid,’? continued teacher. ‘*‘ Joshua’s 
friends remembered his teachings themselves, 
but they didn’t pass them on to others, so 
‘there arose another generation after them 
which knew not the Lord,’ ” 

He took two candles out of the drawer and 
lit the little short one. ‘* This candle is let- 
ting its light shine,’? he explained, ‘but 
suppose it burns all up without the other one 
being lit by it. Where will the light be? 
Just before the first one went out he stuck 
the long new one into the flame and lit it,— 
‘* Now the light will go on shining.” (a) 

‘*Each generation must raise up leaders of 
its own,”? he went on, ‘*That’s one of the 
main things I have in mind in teaching you 
boys. I want every one of you to become a 
teacher as soon as you are old enough to 
study the training course, and I am praying 
every day that God may call some of you to 
be ministers and missionaries.”’ 





1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 799 in 
this issue. 


Bold-facedetters at the end of certain para- 

graphs in these articles identify references . 

made to them by ** The Lessen Pilot *’ and 
** Your Lesson Questions Answered."’ 





Then we came to the real subject of the 
lesson, God’s patience, Skinny said God’s 
patience was shown in giving them judges 
and delivering them from their enemies over 
and over. (b) 

But what was back of all this patience?’’ 
teacher asked, turning to Fred. 

Fred said God was bound to carry out his 
promise to Abraham and to prepare this 
chosen le for the coming of the Mes- 
siah. So he just had to keep on with them. 

Bulldog’s question was about God’s send- 
ing calamity on a nation. He said God 
surely let trouble come on the Israelites on 
account of their sins, because the Bible says 
so, and he couldn’t see why it wouldn’t be 
the same to-day, 

Teacher suggested that God certainly is 


patient with the United States in the midst | 


of all our sin, and that there must be some 
reason for such patience toward us, 

Carl had that for his question, He said 
he guessed God must be working out some 
plan that he needed us in, perhaps to show 
the world how much better peace is than 
war, or perhaps he is counting on us to fur- 
nish most of the missionaries and money now 
that Europe is in such a terrible fix. 

Teacher agreed that erga te God has 
some great mission for us along the line of 
salvation, and that to work in harmony with 
him will save others and ourselves, as well. 


Questions for next lesson are: 

What was a judge? 

Who was oppressing Israel in the time of 
Deborah ? 

Find out all you can about Deborah. 

Find out all you can about Barak. 

Describe the battle between Barak and 
Sisera, 


In what way was Sisera given into the | 


hand of a woman? 
Draw a map and locate the places men- 
tioned in the lesson, 
An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
L. Beginning. 
Review Israel's history. 


AT, Joshua's Influence. 
1, What vow had the people made before | 


oshna died? ( Picture.) 

2. How long did the people keep true to 
God? 

3. What led the people away? 

4. What danger is there from foreign immi- 

ration ? 

5. How can we overcome their downward 
influence? (Blackboard. ) 

6. Why did the next generation forget 
Joshua's teachings? (1I'wo candles.) 

Ill, God's Patience. 

1. How was God's 
shown? 

2. What was the reason for such patience ? 

3. Does God send calamities on nations for 
their sin? 

4- Is God patient with the United States? 

5. What may be his reason for such pa- 
tience ? 

TerRE Haute, IND. 


patience to Israel 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











iE fee closing days of the old year 
should be days of thoughtfulness. A 

good beginning has much to do with 
preparation, and a New Year Day, with its 
opportunities, its inspiration, its resolves, 
and its hopes, is quite dependent upon the 
start before the new year comes, All run- 
ners are exceedingly interested before the 
race begins. They prepare themselves as to 
clothing and in partial exercise, so that the 
muscles may be alert and ready. Any one 
who has ever been associated with the ath- 
letic field knows how much importance is 
placed upon getting the right start, and be- 
ing prepared to get that start by previous 
thought and effort. 

The new year begins in the old year, just 
as the day begins in the night. God’s ar- 
rangements in the early days of creation were 
such that the night preceded the day. ‘*And 
the evening and the morning were the first 
day.” Perhaps no new year will dawn with 
more signal and remarkable experiences than 
this present new year which is about to 
dawn. Let these last days be days of 
strength and power, days of meditation and 
preparation. We are to see much of God 
this year in the revelation. which he is to 


( Continued on next page) 








No other publication 
begins to furnish the 
inspiration, instruction 
and information found 
in SELECT NOTES. 


Price, $1.00 net 
Postpaid, $1.15 
W.A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 


Bids., Chicags 











“This is my second club for 
The Sunday School Times this 
year, and is the result of a 
thoughtful distribution of the 
specimen copies you recently 
sent me.”—C. A, McGrew, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

We will gladly send YOU as 
many specimen copies as YOU 
can distribute. Tell us “how 
many.” 

The Sunday School Times Co, 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


Ohe Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, December 19, 1914 


ie Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pullix:hed 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 


Five or more copies, either to 
$1 -00 separate addresses or ina pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 


One copy, five years, $6 00. 
: One f ddi- 
Free Copies ne iree copy a 1 


tional wil! be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage ; 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shilli each, 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Wey Lane, Le don, \+ — eaesive yearly 
or ~yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the r 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the oubsesty- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 

The Soper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any 

















per year, 


one issue of the paper to 

enable all the teachers of a school to examine it, 

will be sent free upon application. 

Tue Sonpay ScHoo. Times Co., Publishers, 
1038 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Do You Really Know 
Your Old Testament ? 


Or is it still a jumble of history and music and war and prophecy, 


and unpronounceable namés that you are afraid to read aloud ? 


In 1915 you will have a fresh opportunity te dig ‘into’ the 
treasures of that old Book, to get much of it into orderly arrange- 
ment in your thought. aes: 


But most of all we need background for such study, if we are 
to grasp the deeper meanings of the story, and obtain an orderly 
view of the whole. 


The Sunday School Times will look well to your needs:in every 
department during the coming year. Make use of it to the utmost. 
And in addition to the paper, The Sunday School Times Company 
issues certain books that will help wonderfully in giving. order 
and background to your study. ‘ 


OR_ instance, Miss Haig’s ‘‘ Analytical Outlines of the 
Old Testament,’’ a small book, for reference and study, 
not so much for reading, has study-outlines and charts and 

memory helps that will bring Old ‘lestament history z#/o /ine for 
you in’ a most simple and usable way,—for personal or for class 
study. It costs only g0 cents—little enough for such a big help. 


Then there is Professor Willis J. Beecher’s ‘‘The Dated 
Events of the Old Testament.’’ What is more confusing than 
Old Testament time-measurements and dates? ‘‘ When” is a bi 
question about eventsinthosedays. But Professor Beecher work 
out with masterly scholarship and patience tables easily understood, 
that give ‘‘a reasonably complete list of the events narrated in the 
Old Testament, with their time relations,” as Dr. Beecher mcedestly 
put it. These tables show the relation of these eyents to other 
near events, Israelitish or foreign, and they show which are con- 
jectural and which are fixed by positive evidence,—and they show 
what the evidence is. 


Can you imagine anything more useful in giving, you the back- 
ground ot ¢ime? This book costs $1.g50—a book-te have at hand 
for a life-time of Bible study of the more careful sort. re 


ND what about modern criticism—‘ higher” and ‘‘lower"? 
What is a good, common-sense, well-informed position to 
take on the whole question? You are sure to meet with 

queries in your own mind, or in other minds on this much-debated 
subject. ere again Professor Beecher rendered a great service-to 
the expert and the inexpert Bible student in his- book ‘* Reasonable 
Biblical Criticism.’’ It is a wonderfully steadying book. It selis 
for $1.50. 


HEN in that always fascinating field, and tremendously en- 
' lightening field, of Bible research in ancient lands there are 
four books well worth your attention, —the first, a little one 
that you can slip into your mind about as easily as into. your 
pocket, **Archaeology’s Solution of Old Testament Puzzies.’’ 
It tells ‘*how pick and spade are answering the destructive criti- 
cism of the Bible.” Fou want to know how to answer some of the 
neighborhood critics who /Aink they know how little of the Bible is 
left nowadays. You will be glad to surprise them, after you~have 
read this litle book of John Urquhart’s (price, 30 cents), for 
which he was awarded ‘‘The Gunning Prize" by the Victoria 
Institute of Great Britain. 


The second is Professor Albert T. Clay’s fine werk, a large 
and richly illustrated volume, “Light on the Old Testament 
from Babel.’’ Aren’t some of the eh an ae titles suggestive—The 
Babyionian Creation Story; The Babylonian Deluge Story ; The 
Tower of Babel; Babylonian Life in the Days of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. But these do not half suggest, after all; the enthratling 
story of research and uncovered history that is found in this splen- 
did volume, with its more than 100 illustrations. Its price is $2.00. 


The third is that altogether unusual and engrossing book, 
Dr. Franklin E. Hoskins’ ‘‘ From the Nile to Nebo.”’ It is doubt- 
ful whether any published volume has such a remarkable collection 
of photographs (85 of them) of the route of the Exodus, And Dr. 
Hoskins’ book is not only a most picturesque travel-story, but it is 
very rich in scholarly studies of the Exodus, the Wilderness wan- 
derings, the coming to Nebo, The $3.00 that this book costs is a 
very profitable investment. As a substantial Christmas gift this 
book is one you would be glad to give—or receive ! 


And fourth, Professor Melvin Grove Kyle’s ‘‘ The Deciding 
Voice of the Monuments in Biblical Criticism ’’ should be men- 
tioned. In Dr. Kyle's popular style it gathers up the present bear- 
ings of archeology and the Bible. Although not published by The 
Sunday School Times Gompany it can be supplied to readers. Its 
cost is $1.65. ; 


T’S a difficult and most profitable journey you undertake whea 
I you start another ,vear of Old ‘lestament study. Why net 
start with a- good costpmen: You may see any or all of 
these books on approval on two simple cenditions : you te pay 
only the return mailing if you:de not want them,—it rn de keep 
them more than a week, the stated price for these yeu keep. 


The Sunday School Times Go., 103« Walnut Street, Philadelphia 








For Family Worship 
(Continued from preceding page) 


make to men. Principles of government 
and international boundaries will undoubt- 
edly be changed. The great principles of 
righteousness will remain the same, but will 
be presented to men in a clearer and more 

ite light. Letus be much with God, 
and as we look back over the past may we 
be able to look forward with new inspiration 
and new purpose. There are not so many 
New Year days in a life-time—less than a 
+hundred, and to most of us far less than that. 
It is worth while not to look upon them 
lightly or carelessly, but to meditate and 
consider how we may best spend our time, 
As we look forward to opening the new vol- 
ume of life, and as we turn the last pages of 
the old volume, may we be much with God 
and realize the power of his presence in our 
lives, in our homes, and in the nation, 





December 28 to January 3 


Mon.—Judg. 2: 7-19. God’s Patience with Israel. 

After, the death of Joshua the twelve 
tribes of Israel fell into many idolatrous and 
sinful habits, and God brought strong ene- 
mies upon them, who conquered them. By 
these punishments they were brought back, 
and judges were appointed to lead and save 
them. The constant patience of God is 
manifested as we study his dealings with the 
children of Israel, hat a God-like quality 
patience is! 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray that each 
member of the family may be on guard 
throughout the entire day, so that no idle or 
careless word, no foolish gossip, no unkind 
thought, may be expressed. Pray that un- 
occupied moments may be filled with helpful 
and inspiring thoughts, and that the right 
lines of thought may be suggested quickly. 
Pray for moments of earnest, Christ-like 
meditation, 


meat t 20 to 3: 6. 
rael and the Nations. 

If the heart is right within, temptations 
will not allure without, Israel’s heart was 
wrong. These nations near them proved 
too great a temptation, because their eye 
was not single to the glory of God. ‘The 
temptations which are left to prove us will 
ruin us if we do not fix our hearts upon God, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the mo- 
ments spent in business or in the office may 
be in accord with the suggestion of Jesus 
Christ. Pray that the unexpected duties of 
the day may be opportunities for added 
service. Pray that man’s interruptions may 
be Gods suggestions, and that these oppor- 
tunities may reveal the power of God, 
Wed.—Judg. 3 : 7-23. 

ression and Deliverance. 

I wonder how many times we have ever 
thought of Othniel, the younger brother of 
Caleb, who delivered Israel in a time of 
great need, and brought peace into the land 
for many years, It is a great thing to have 
a godly older brother. How great Caleb’s 
influence may have been over Othniel ! 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that Jesus 
Christ may have a real influence in the 
home, and that children may gain his Spirit 
in their relationship one to another, Pray 
that brothers and sisters may love one an- 
other. Pray that we may show the same 
deference and thought to our own which we 
show to others, and that we may make our 
best friends among our own kindred, 
Thurs.— Psa. 145 : 8-21. 

Praise for Jehovah's Goodness. 

What a wonderful prayer this is! Who 
can read it without feeling the greatness of 
our God and the wonderful love which he 
reveals to all his children? Prayer means 
so much in this psalm. The eighteenth 
verse says: ‘* Jehovah is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him.’”’ ‘He will fulfil the 
desire of them that fear him.’”? We do not 
half realizetthe lovingkindness of our God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that this last 
day of the old year may be filled with happy 
memories and with earnest determination ; 
that as we close the old year we may close it 
with a firmness of resolve based upon faith 
in the power of Jesus Christ. . May we de- 
termine that we will live as never before For 
him, and glorify Christ in all that we do. 


Fri.—Psa. 103: 1-14, Praise for Jehovah's Mercy. 
. What a psalm with which te begin the 
new. year.! .-** 








and ali that is within me, biess his holy 


8s Jehovah, @. my -soul; | 
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name.’’ If this year can be a year of praise 
to God, and a year in which we recognize 
his love and power, it will be a most blessed 
year. As we say ‘“‘ Happy New Year’’ to 
our friends, let us hear God saying ‘A 
Happy New Year ’’ to us. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Ask that this 
whole ae may be filled with Jesus Christ, 
with his impnises, with his purposes, and 
with his joy. Pray that the day may be 
sinengthened with new resolves, and pray 
that these resolves may be carried out day by 
day, hour by hour, and moment by moment, 
Pray that each day may be a new day for 
Jesus Christ. Pray for perseverance and 
patience. 


Sat.—Hosea 11: 1-11, God’s Mercy to lrael, 

The infinite love of Jehovah is revealed in 
his infinite patience. How many times the 
human element in life is revealed in impa- 
tience, but the divine life is patient. ‘* Love 
suffereth long, and is kind,’’ and the love of 
God is of this patient type, ever forgiving 
and ever leading us back to him. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the in- 
spiration of the New Year may remain con- 
stant and firm throvghout the year, that the 
second day may add to the first, and the 
third to the second, and that we may learn 
that life is dependent upon the immediate 
act of the soul, ever faithful, ever constant, 
ever patient in his service. 


Sun.— Exod, 15: 1-13. Songs of Deliverance. 

Song and praise is the true expression of 
the soul that loveth God and rejoiceth in his 
salvation, This song of Moses sent gloom 
and anxiety to the four winds. ‘‘ Jehovah is 
my strength and song, and he is become 
my salvation.”’ These exultant moments in 
human life give to us new strength and pur- 
pose for life’s real problems. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the little 
children in our Sunday-schools and in our 
homes. Pray that they may learn to love 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the Word of God 
in the very infancy of their lives, Pray 
that God’s Word may be more honored in 
our Sunday-school, and read more fre- 
quently in our homes, and committed to 
memory by little children, _ Pray for the 
mothers and fathers, as well as Sunday- 
school teachers. 





Mesmerized 
A Poisonous Drug Still Freely Used 


Many people are brought up to believe 
that coffee is a necessity of life, and the 
strong hold that the drug, caffeine, in 
coffee has on the system makes it hard to 
loosen its grip even when one realizes 
its injurious effects. 

A lady writes : ‘‘I had used coffee for 
years ; it seemed one of the necessities 
of life. A few months ago my health, 
which had been slowly failing, became 
more impaired, and I knew that unless 
relief came from some source I would 
soon be a physical wreck. 

‘*T was weak and nervous, had sick 
headaches, no ambition, and felt tired 
of life. My husband was also losing his 
health. e was troubled so much with 
indigestion that at times he could eat 
only a few mouthfuls. 

‘‘Finally we saw Postum advertised 
and .bou he a package. I followed di- 
rections for making carefully, and added 
cream, which turned it to the loveliest 
rich-looking and tasting. drink I ever 
saw served at any table, and we have 
used Postum ever since. 

I gained five pounds in weight in as 
many weeks, and now feel well and 
strong in every respect. My headaches 
have gone, andl am anew woman. My 
husband's indigestion has left him, and 
he can now eat anything.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘** The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Regular Postaum—must be well boiled. 
15¢ and 25¢c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in acup 
of hot water and, with cream and sugar, 
makes a delicious beverage instantly. 
30e and soc tins. 

The cost per cup of. both kinds is 
about the same. 

~ ““There’s a Reason” for Postum. 
—sold by Grocers. 
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: LESSON FOR JAN.. 3. (Judg. 2 : 7-19) 





What Books Shall We Use 
for the 1915 Lessons? . 





HE lessons for 1915 cover a large part 
of the Old Testament, and are con- 
cerned with quite a number of books, 

From time to time suggestions will be made 
in the lesson helps, but a few ideas may be 
gathered together at the outset for the pur- 
pose of providing students who desire to 
possess the books with some material for use. 


1. The History as a Whole.—As the les- 
sons are of necessity only a mere selection 
from a much larger and wider field of mate- 
rial, it is important to endeavor to obtain a 
view of the history in its entirety. For this 
purpose one of the best and simplest books 
is ‘* A Class Book on Old Testament His- 
tory,’? by Maclear (Macmillan, $1.10 net). 
There are other similar histories covering 
the whole period, and almost any would 
suffice, though perhaps the one now men- 
tioned is the most convenient, In this con- 
nection students will do well to make 
the acquaintance of a a valuable booklet, 
** Historico-Literary Outlines of the Old 
Testament,’’ by Professor George Stibitz, 
the Reformed Church Seminary, Dayton, 
Ohio. It is not published in the usual way, 
but copies can be obtained at a small price 
by applying direct to the author, ‘The 
pamphlet is the record of the method of Dr. 
‘Stibitz’ work as a professor, and is rightly 
described as ‘‘an attempt at tracing a divine 
plan in biblical history.” Although it is in 
briefest outline only, it will provide material 
for thorough study, and meanwhile will give 
a truly helpful ‘*bird’s-eye view’’ of the 
Old Testament. 

2. Particular Books.—Commentaries vary 
considerably in size, price, and merit. A 
useful one on Judges is the volume in ‘I’, & T. 
Clark’s ** Handbooks for Bible Classes,’’ by 
Principal Douglas \(Scribners, 45 cents net). 
‘On rand 2 Samuel ithere is nothing better 


“than thé volimes by Kirkpatrick in the Cam- 
’ bride Bible (Patnain;75 cents each net). The 


‘wolames' on Kings’ this’ series are not so 
satisfactory, because they ‘are more critical 
in tendency. ‘Those of ‘*’The Pulpit Com- 
mentary ’’? on Judges, Samuel, and Kings are 
also useful (Funk, $2 eacli), Some helpful ma- 
terial will be found in the volume on Judges, 
by Watson, in the ‘‘Expositor’s Bible”’ 
(Doran, 50 cents net). Those on Samuel by 
Blaikie are hardly so helpful. For the Psalms 
two works will suffice : the volume in ‘* The 
Cambridge Bible,’ by Kirkpatrick (Putnam, 
$2 net), as a commentary, and the three 
volumes in ‘*The Expositor’s Bible,’’ by 
Maclaren (Doran, 50 cents each, net), for 
homiletics and devotional purposes. There 
are several volumes on the Minor Prophets, 
including aa edition of Pusey, which can be 
obtained in two volumes (Funk, $2 each), 
‘The two volumes by Dr. George Adam 
Smith in ‘*The Expositor’s Bible ’’ (Doran, 
50 cents each net) are full of the author’s re- 
markable powers of vivid delineation and 
apt application, but as is well known his 
critical view is not at all satisfactory from 
the conservative standpoint, A truly helpful 
little book that deserves to be better known 
is “ Half Hours with the Minor Prophets,’’ 
by Wiles (Morgan & Scott, London, 2:s.). 

3. Homiletic Works.—In addition to the 
material to be found in the above mentioned 
volumes of ** The Pulpit Comnientary’’ and 
*«The Expositor’s’ Bible ’’ reference may be 
made to the book published by the Ameri- 
can ‘Tract Society: ‘* From Samuel to Solo- 


- mon,”? by Dr. Charles S. Robinson (paper, 


35 cents). Volumes IV, V, and VI of 
‘*Christ-in the Bible,” by A. B. Simpson 
(Christian Alliance Pub. Co., $1 each post- 


“ paid), cover most of these lessons, 


4. Other Helps.—As a Bible Dictionary 
there is perhaps still nothing to surpass «A 
Dictionary of the Bible,”’ edited by Dr. John 
D. Davis (Westminster Press, $2.75 post- 

aid), though the new ‘* Universal Bible 
Dictionaty,”* edited by the Rev. A. R. Buck- 
land (Revell, $1.50 net), will be useful. For 
a concordance there is nothing to compare 
with Young’s ‘‘ Analytical Concordance ’’ 
(Funk, $5 to $12 net) or Strong’s ‘* Exhaust- 
ive Concordance’’ (Methodist Book Con- 
cern, $3 to $7 net). 

Parts 2, 3, and 4 of ‘*The Companion 
Bible” (Oxford University Press, $1.50 each) 
will give a wealth of suggestion for study. 
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A good work on Geography wit maps will, 
of course, be indispensable. For ordinary. 

aoe these may be mentioned: ‘‘ The 
Be ent’s Historical Geography of the Holy 
Land,”’ by W. W. Smith (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 75 cents), and the ‘‘ Bible Atlas,’’ 
by MacCoun (Poates, $1). 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions? 
By Samuel Scoville, Je. 


121, What woman had a crying-fit for seven 
days which cost her husband thirty 
suits of clothes ? 

122. When did the sword of a dead giant 
cause the death of an innocent man ? 

123. Who crept by night to the enemy’s 
camp on the eve of a battle and heard a 
dream about himself that foretold his 
victory on the morrow? 

124. What is the first fable told in the Bible? 

125. What blind man exacted a terrible 
vengeance for the loss of his eyes? | 





| 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions | 
116, Delilah (Judg. 16 : 5). 
117. Moses (Deut, 34 : 6). 

118, Gideon demanded as his share of the 
spoil in the battle against the Midian- 
ites that he should have the gold ear- 
rings found on each dead Midianite, 
and received 1700 shekels, equivalent 
to nearly $17,000 (Judg. 8 : 24-26), ° 

119. Jephthah. He was met by his daugh- 
ter, and kept his vow by sacrificing 
her (Judg. 11 : 30, 31, 39). 

120. Barak refused to fight the army of the 
Canaanites unless Deborah the proph- 
etess would go with him. Jael, the 
wife of Heber, took from him the glory 
of capturing Sisera, the fugitive general 
(Judg. 4: 8,9; 5 : 22). 





[ Children at Home , 








A Coasting Lesson 
By Howard T. Knapp 


OBBY had been coasting down hill all 
the afternoon. It had been great fun, 
for the snow was hard and smooth. 





But the sun was going to bed behind the 
hills, and it would soon be time to stop. | 

As the boys started up the hill for one | 
more coast, Bobby said: ‘‘I wish some one 
would invent a way to coast up hill. I am | 
so tired my legs are ready to drop off, and 
this old sled gets heavier every minute.” 

Just then the tinkle of sleigh-bells was | 
heard; a two-horse cutter was nearing them, 
on its way up the hill. 

** Hurrah !’’ shouted Tom, ‘‘ now we can 
catch a hitch and make the horses pull us 
up,’” and running after the sleigh he fastened 
the rope of his sled to the runners and jumped 
on. 
Now Bobby was such a little laddie, and 
his legs were so short and fat, that when he 
ran after the sleigh his feet got all mixed up 
and he went tumbling head over heels into 
a snow-drift by the road. By the time he 
had scrambled to -his feet and rubbed the 
snow out of his eyes the sleigh was half way 
up the hill. Then Bobby sat down on his 
sled and started to cry, The first big tear 
had hardly rolled down his cheek when he 
heard his name called, and looking up saw 
Dicky Dooley standing at his side. Dicky 
was lame and wore iron braces on his legs, 
but for all that he was a cheerful little fellow 
and always had a smile for every one. 

‘“*My, but you got a fine snow bath all 
right,’* said Dicky, grinning cheerfully. 
** You looked too funny for anything stand- 
ing on your head in that drift with your feet 
kicking around in the air like a windmill.”’ 

Bobby was rather ashamed. to be caught | 
crying, so he jumped up and was soon | 
smiling in spite of himself. 

**T’ll race you to the top of the hill,’’ he | 
said, grabbing his rope and starting off. 

Dicky was so lame that at best he could 
only hobble along slowly, but he shouted 4 
cheery ‘‘all right,’’ and set out at his best 
pace. 

‘*This sled pulls as though it was:loaded 





down with bricks,’’ grumbled Bobby, after 
they had gone on without saying anything 
for several minutes, As he did not get any 
answer he looked back. Dicky was sit- 
ting on his own sled, resting bis,head on his 
hands, - Bobby was just going to shout to 
him to h up, when a voice seemed to 
whisper in.his ear, ‘* You ought to be asham: d 
of yourself, 'a great big ‘boy like you, whin- 
ing and complaining, when Dicky never 


| grumbles, although he is so tired he can’t 
walk a step farther.’’ 


**I never thought of that,’’ said Bobby to 
himself, and just then a bright idea: popped 
into his mind.’ Running down the Milt he 
grabbed the rope of Dicky’s sled, and before 
that astonished youngster knew what was 
happening he was being pulled along up the 
hill at a-great rate. He shouted and yelled 
at Bobby to stop, but it was of no use, The 
louder he yelled, the faster Bobby went. 

Now as Bobby went trudging up the hill, 
a most wonderful thing happened. The 
sled, instead of becoming heavier, as you 
would suppose it would with a boy on it, 
seemed to become lighter and lighter, He 
forgot all about being tired; and as for be- 


ing cross or grumpy—well, if you could have | 


watched him, you would have thought he 
was just the happiest boy in all the world. 

‘*T always thought it was hard work to 
climb this hill,’? he said when they reached 
the top, ‘* but it seemed as easy as falling off 
a log this time,’’ ; 

‘«Sure it was,’’ said the. same quiet little 
voice again, ‘If a -boy lives on Grumble 
Corner of Crosspatch Town, everything he 
does seems, hard, But just remember this, 






“~Bobby Boy, the more good deeds and kind 
words you pile on your sled, the lighter the 
load and the easier it pulls.’’ 


Moors, Pa, 
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Teachers’ Guide 
By MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D. 
Bvo, $1.00 not (fostpaid $7.70). 


G, Nearly one-half more lesson help 
than ae teachers’ commen- 


tary. "s a reason why know- 
ing teachers use 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide. 

Five Books in One.—Tarbell's is ow 
valuable for Primary, Junior, Intermediate, Seni 
and Bible Classes. 

Margaret Slattery says: "I know of nothing better. 
Teachers of Graded Lessons will find it invaluable as a ref- 

Dr. yee SExceedingly well done 
of very aa Eee * om 

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 









Fleming H. Revell Company 135 No. WetashChicege 
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F EXHIBIT “A” 
We shall exhibit in- our columns, from time to time, facsimiles 


of commendatory words that are constantly and ever increas- 
ingly«coming’ ‘to. .us'from ‘our: subscribers. “A” is the first 


yr by WO OUT. eae, 
* ae 


The Sunday School Times 


moted ‘one Sunday School periodical over 
but the value of the Sunday| 4 I 


very strongly to the Superintendent. 
several 
copies which were distributed last 
Ww bath and more will be given you tomor- 
We want. as many teachers as pos- 
sible to subscribe for this paper. 


¢ writiten by our friend Mr. Charles G. 
and that 
sufficient to make the paper worth while. 


Sece?-~ 
(Taken from My. Dunham’s church publication) : 


These are the words of Edward W. Dunham of Trenton, N. J., for three 
years president of the New Jersey State Sunday School Association, and 
re-elected the fourteenth time as superintendent of what is one of the most 
aggressively active Sunday-schools in that state. 


SHOW THIS 


to your superintendent or co-workers who are not vet subscribers. 
same time speak a word of commendation for the Times and invite 
them to become subscribers. We shall count it a privilege to send you 
free specimen copies for them, or better yet, we will, without 
charge, send them a three weeks’ 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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“BILLY” SUNDAY BOOK 


4 
(sa 8 bone 


Authorized by himself; 
contains bis own words, 
most popular sayingsand 

n 4 









Accompanying 
illustration is one of. 
many characteristic 


| poses, showine 
| his iy fa action In 
tf Spas eee eousness. 


_ __ Everybody 
“I'll Fight Till Hell Freezes Should read this wonder- 
Over." —Sunda 


y. ful book. Noother book 
v like it, for there can be 
only one “Billy” Sunday. This book should be 
In every Christian home. Satisfaction guaranteed 
money refunded, Price, only $1.00; by mail, $1. 

» Order your copy to-day. 


THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE HOUSE 
Perry Building, Dept. 6. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Agents wanted. Circulars furnished mail order dealers. 


S#. RECoro: 


Practical, simple, sensible, complete! Best for 
Graded Schools because they are graded! Best 
for ungraded schools because it shows how to 
grade them. Best.again because they mate so 
perfectly with our matchless Class Books and 
system of credits in marking attendance. 

Send us 75 cents for No. o Record or $1.00 
for best edition (No. 1), and if you name this 
paper we will send free copy of ro ceat Class 
Book and bunch of free samples of best cards, 
&c. Ask for them. If not delighted, money 
refunded, 


MEIGS PUBLISHING CO. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


a vet . 
OME-MAKING. THE NEW PROFESSION,” is a t00-pp. il- 
W lustrated handboo te Paes. Home study 
Domestic Sctence courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. AMsRICAN SCHOOL oF 








Home Economics, sog W. 69th St., Cuicace, Iu. 











This shows Reed & Barton’s newest | 
style of Individual Communion Tray. 
Its patented celluloid lining makes. it 
absolutely noiseless. Sterling or plated 
trays. Glass cups; also sterling or plated 
silver cups, plain or lined with gold. 


Reed & Barton 


Established 1824 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, January 3, TOI5 


Who Is on the Lord’s Side? (Matt. 10: 
32-39. Consecration meeting, led 
by the Pastor). oi 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MQN.— Moses’ challenge (Exod. 32: 19- 
28). 
‘lues.—A fine example (Josh. 24 : 14-21). 


WkD.—The Master's call (Matt. 4 : 17-22). 
‘THURS. —Great opportunity (Acts 22 : 12- 
6 


16). 
Frt.—My decision (John at : 15-17). 
Sat.—A negative answer (Acts 24 : 22-27). 











When should we decide for Christ ? 
Why should we be on the Lord’s side? 
Why does Christ want us on his side? 


sé HERE does he stand?’’ This is 

the question which we ask about 

others, and which others ask about 
us. We want to know, each about his fel- 
low, where he is to be found, whether he is 
a fixed quantity who can be located, or 
whether he is a wobbler, found one place 
to-day and another to-morrow, uncertain 
and insecure, and if he is a person of definite 
and settled position, what that position is 
with regard to the one thing that matters 
more than all others, Is he on the Lord’s 
side? Does he want to be? Is it his one 
aim and endeavor to do right and to be where 
the right is? Let us make it personal now 
at the year’s beginning. Am I on the Lord’s 
side of the questions now before the nation 
andthe world? Am I on his side in matters 
of personal moral ‘principle? Dol want to 
be? Can I say without an instant’s hesita- 
tion, ** Yes, surely ’’?  If.1 cannet, show me 
where his side is ang I wil} go to it at once, 


Ca 
God is frock, That was way his peo- 
ple liked to think of him, He was not a 
-quicksind, or a zephyt, or a stream, THe 
was the’ fast and dependable one, The 
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is 
cleanly , ‘fe soft clay and burning them into fixed stone, 
Saailion Go: Ss @ie His whole mission was a summons to def- 








“THE PENNY SERMON” 
THEME THIS WEEK 


“The Witness of the Spirit” 


| mighty rock, and fortress, and strong tower. 
| Think of the Bible peanepre in which God is 

so described, and recall the hymas which 
glory in his rock-like stability and restfulness 
and security. We néed ‘such a mighty one 
to lean upon, a God who ig always where we 
know we can find him and who is waiting 
there to upbear us, 


And God wants men to be rock-like men. 

‘¢ Thou art Simon,’’ said Jesus to one of his 

| first disciples, ‘‘ Thou art vacillating, unset- 
tled, fickle. Thou shalt be Peter, Rock.’’ 
‘his was what the gentle and tender Saviour, 
so sympathetic and careful in his touch, was 
ever doing and is doing still,—taking men of 


** Come 
Don’t mind the cost, It 
It will include all that you 
have, and you. But decide. Be clean and 
wholesoujed about it. I want fearless and 
unwithholding men. Whe is.on.my side ?”’ 
And men whom no soft and i 


initéness of purpose and to a 
and follow me, 
will be high. 


Instability and doublemindedness make 
even prayer impotent (James 1: 7, 8). 

‘* Here I stand,”’ said Martin Luther, A 
new world began then, with a man standing 
on the Lord’s side, "jee ee aks 
The man who dares to stand alone will 
never be left to stand alone (1 Cor. 15 : 58). 











The Universal Bible 

(Edited by the Rev. A. R. Buckland,’ M.A, 
—The latest Bible Dictionary is a most con- 
venient working tool for ordinary Bible stu- 
dents, It is intended for those readers ** for 
whom the more exhaustive and costly works 
are unsuited.’’ Its contents completely 
cover the Bible, and at the same time there 
are articles upon such topics as Criticism, 
tneapeation, the Versions, and ‘lheology, as 
well as on some of the fundamental’ doc- 
trines like the Trinity, the Atonement, Jus- 
tification, Regeneration, and Future Punish- 
ment, 

Amid so much that is truly admirable 
there is one somewhat serious criticism to be 
pert and that is the tendency sometimes 
ound to endeayor to preserve a balance be- 
tween the conservative and critical schools 
and at the same time to make undue and, it 
is to be feared, untrue concessions to the 
critical spirit. ‘Thus, it is said that the spir- 
itual truths of Daniel are not affected by the 
critical theories in regard to its date, a posi- 
tion that will strike many as not only incor- 
rect but dangerous, because in the minds of 
almost all students the date of Daniel mate- 
rially affects its accuracy as a presentation of 
divine truth and as a record of prophecy. 
So this position is liable to be seriously mis- 
leading to ordinary students who have only 
a slight knowledge of the situation, and who 
necessarily depend upon others, for guidance. 
And it is not what was to be expected from 
the house (the Religious Tract Society of 
London, England) from which this book 
comes... ‘ , 

Apert from this point tlre-book can be 
Warmly recommended as clear, helpful, and 
sufficient, It is a marvel of cheapness, and 
will doubtless have a wide circulation. On 
matters doctrinal it is uniformly satisfying. 
The fact that ten of the articles (including 
the subjects Inspiration, Future Punishment, 
Regeneration, Justification, Predestination, 
and others) are by the Rev. Professor W. H. 
Griffith Thomas will commend it highly to 
readers of The Sunday School Times. His 
position in the matter of the Critical school 
of Bible study is no uncertain one, as read- 
ers will recall from his series of articles on 
** Testing, Bible Criticism for Ourselves.’’ 
(Kevell,. $1.50 ne.t) 


Intimate Letters on Personal Prob- 
lems (By J. R. Miller, D.D., selected and 
arranged by John T, Faris, D.D.).—To those 
who have read the forty-two letters from 
Dr, Miller’s **Golden Pen”’ that have ap- 
peared in The Sunday School Times during 
the past year this volume will need no intro- 
duction. 
in the book many have been 
these columns. 


ublished in 
Beginning the Christian 


lems, doubts and doubters, questions about 


Books Worth Noting } ; 


Of the sixty-seven letters included |. 


life, getting along with others, prayer prob- |' 






(Lesson for Jan. 3)- Dec. 19, 1914 


place that letter-writing had in’ Dr. Mile’ 
marvelous doubtless 

wlone T peddadl Duns Inthe oleae of 
his admirers, who are numbered ane bep- 
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- Lessons Published. 
Beautifully printed on heavy coated 
paper, 6x8 inchesin size ; 800 subjects, 
Price, one cent each. No. order for 
less than ten’ received. 
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120 Boylston Street, Boston 
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Agents Wanted for‘ Billy’”’$ und ‘Book 


entitled ‘* Billy ’’ Sunday : The Manand His Mes- 
sage. Authorized by Mr. Suuday.; contains his own 
words.an'| most popular. sernions ; magnificently illus. 
trated; characteristic poses of the famous « Billy 
Sunday; tells and picfures how he fights, sin’ and 
the devil. Every Christian home wants this great 
book. Write for terms and free butfit:, Address A.’ J. 
Saunders & Co., Box 286, Scranton, Penna. 











The 
“« What-To-Teach ” 
Paper 
The Sunday Scheol Times 


Free specimen copy gladly 
sent by us to 





























Other Sermons: ‘Un This Rock,’ y 

of the Doubleminded,"? A Clean Sheet " + From 
Pit t rone,’’ “I’m in the Fight,” The Key to 
the Kingdom * “God is Love,” * Is esus 

or Alive?’ “My Midnight Friend,” “*Christ Lost. 
in Church,” “Eternal Punishment,” “ Absent 
from the Body.” 


| Marriage, young people’s problems, comfort 
all, #82 1 for the bereave , are path, of the subjects 
z treated in these intimate letters. This wide 
range is the more notable because each letter 
is different from all the others even when the 

















call would have awaked, arose, 


followed him. your friends © 








The time has come for drawing lines clearer 








These sermons are especially intended for those and bolder than ourdines the year The eo z a 
“ho love the truth but who are shut in or deprived, ° same problem is discussed. A sketch of this - : ae 
for otter reheoun, from attending Church services confused and | « Knight of the Golden Pen” is included, In ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern- 


ing anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


world is paying the ‘price 

scomcaned dlscipteship, ‘Men ‘have tried 
to be on the Lerd’s side-and the devil’s too, 
and some have argued that this was legiti- 
mate, —that inside the uation or party a man [ 
must be on the Lord’s side, but that inter- 


regularly. ‘The “penny” is the cost of the print- 
ing : the * fund ’’ is supported by’ free gifts. 


For sale at one cent a-piece 
Lemon Hill Association, 526 Hale Bidg., Philadeiphia 


which tells why he became famous the world 
around as a letter-writer. The pre-eminent 


























HAVE YOU HEARD OF 


THE NEW DEPARTMENTAL GRADED LESSONS 2 








BILLY SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 


Great opportunity for man or woman to make $6.00 to 
$rs.00 a day. Unusually liberal terms. Spare time 
maybe used. Particulars and samples free. Uni- 
versal Bible House, 1014 Arch St., Philadelphia 
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= FFP Se ees a the beginning God. These are the Periodical in i L blished ae ag a nth 
first words of the Bible, ‘TPhey would be eriodical in issue. essons published quarterly beginning with Jan. 1, 1915. 
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